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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction
as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk),
that you EXCEL STILL MORE. 1 Thessalonians 4:1

We Are CVCA…
What is excellence? Excellence is a
battle cry that you were made for
more than this...in a world that is so
satisfied with just “ok.”
It’s striving for greatness not only
when there is a prize or recognition
to be won, but in the still and quiet
with only an audience of one.
It’s going above and beyond for
others in service because our God
has gone above and beyond all that
we could have asked or imagined in
His pursuit of us.
It’s diving into studies and academic
pursuits believing that the Lord has
fashioned our minds out of the dust
of the earth to understand and master complex concepts and the deep
mysteries of the universe.

It’s preparation, not only for college
or a career, but for a life of recklessly abandoning the ordinary and
believing that the God who moves
mountains lives inside you and will
use you to turn the world upside
down for His glory.

them the way forward and propelling them to Excel Still More…

A school defined by excellence is
so much more than a building and
classrooms…

…In our communities to go out and
impact the world that God so loved.

It is a defining culture, a strong
imprint on a student’s life in the way
they will learn and grow. It is a life
altering encounter that surrounds
them with people and experiences
that shape who they will become.
It is the foundation that they will
take with them wherever they go.
It is what they will see in their rearview mirrors as guideposts, showing

…In our lives.
…In our homes.
…In our families.

…To shine a light on the darkest
and most broken places.
…To be the salt to those who have
lost their flavor.
…To bring love and healing as
the hands and feet that we are called
to be.

We are CVCA and we are
called to Excel Still More.

Dear Friends,
With unanimous approval of the Board of Trustees, I am thrilled to launch the
Excel Still More Campaign for Christ-honoring Excellence! More than $5.2
million has already been committed to this campaign. We have created a video
that shows the heart of CVCA and how God uses this school in the lives of our
students, our families, and our alumni. It is my prayer that you get a taste of
what connects us together as a community. The text above was pulled directly
from this video. Please take a moment to watch the video and learn more
about the campaign.
The glory goes to Him alone who has done more than we could ask or imagine!
All to Him I owe,

Jason Spodnik ’88

The message above is from our new
“We Are CVCA” video. Check out the video and
learn more about this exciting campaign on
our website at cvcaroyals.org/excelstillmore/.

FRIENDS OF CVCA

Royal Evening 2019

Celebrating God’s Faithfulness to CVCA
Welcomed by banners depicting the CVCA student experience and cascading towers
of handmade spring-colored flowers, over 400 Royal Evening guests enjoyed a night of
celebrating the Lord’s faithfulness to His school on March 16th. Fellowship, great food,
the new student-led Jazz Club’s performance, the famous cake auction, and an electric
Raise for Royals finale were some of the gala highlights.
With 2019 marking the 20th anniversary of CVCA’s annual Royal Evening
gala, it was a pleasure to recognize all
previous and current Royal Evening coordinators in attendance: (left to right)
Kristin Nichols, Susan Tomich, Olga
Beirne, Linda Schilling, Jill Munro, Jan
Iannetta, Joyce Thomas, and Joanne
Kachmarsky.
The overflowing generosity from
sponsors, parent volunteers, student servers, silent and live auction donors, alumni,
and guests ensured the CVCA experience will be available to more students with the
$176,000 given for financial assistance.

“I loved seeing people give so freely, especially since I wouldn’t be at CVCA if they
didn’t. It’s such a blessing to be able to be
at this school, and it wouldn’t be possible
without their help. I would like to tell
each and every one of them thank you –
and maybe give some hugs too!” – Kiara
Walton ’20, Student Server
“This was the third Royal Evening we’ve
had the privilege to be volunteers. Each
time it truly amazes us to see the vision
come together into a wonderful evening
of fellowship, fun, love, and the generosity of CVCA family and friends. We look
forward to being part of this tradition
again and again.” – The Proctors, Current
CVCA Parents
“One of the special aspects of the Royal
Evening was having the students joyfully
serve us. They enjoyed working, and did
so with a sense of pride and a grateful
heart. As a mom, it was great to have the
roles reversed while enjoying a night out!”
– Maria Schupp, CVCA Parent and Firsttime Attender
“This was my first time at the Royal Evening. It was astounding to see the willingness and generosity with which our
community gave to further the Kingdom.
It helps knowing that none of us is alone
in our desire to see God work mightily in
and through CVCA.” – David Ramey ’10,
CVCA 7th Grade Social Studies Teacher
“Congratulations on offering God’s children a faith-based, quality education for
over 50 years! And He said, “Let the children come to me.” All of us at Thompson
Electric, Inc. are honored to be a part of
it.” – Thompson Electric, Inc., Sponsor
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FRIENDS OF CVCA

NEW ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP
Honoring the Life and
Contributions of CVCA’s First
Administrator, Dr. Kye Harris
Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy is
pleased to announce the establishment
of an endowed scholarship to honor
the life and
contributions
of CVCA’s
first administrator Dr. Kye
Harris. Dr.
Harris’ life
was a story
of incredible
service to God and country. As a member of the U.S. Marines Fourth Division in the South Pacific during World
War II, he engaged in combat in four
major battles including the Marshall
Islands, Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima
and received the Purple Heart having
been wounded numerous times. Dr.
Harris’ post-military career was devoted
to Kingdom service. While he served
in various ministries, his tenure with
Christian Schools, Inc. of Mountlake,
Washington saw him actively engaged
in establishing more than 70 Christian
schools across the United States including Chapel Hill Christian School
and CVCA. As CVCA celebrates its
50th year, we’re grateful for Dr. Harris’
incredible contribution to the cause of
Christian education and particularly
mindful of his service and contributions
to the establishment of our school.

A Dear Friend of
Christian Education
Goes Home
Mr. William (Bill) Monteith went home to be with
the Lord on January 22, 2019 at the age of 86. Bill’s
deeply held commitment to Christ-centered education
led to his major role in establishing Chapel Hill Christian School and Cuyahoga
Valley Christian Academy as a founder and original Board member for both. We
are deeply grateful for his lifetime dedication to both schools. Bill and Barbara (his
wife of 61 years) are the parents of CVCA alumni Scott Monteith ’80 and Meredith
(Monteith) Glick ’83 and the grandparents of CVCA alumni Maccrae Monteith ’11
and Mikaela Monteith ’13.

For 50 years, God has used CVCA to impact generations of families,
helping transform lives locally, regionally, and around the globe.
As we strive to continue Educating and Cultivating Servants for Christ,
ACCESSIBILITY is key. The Excel Still More campaign aims to make
quality Christian education accessible to more families with varied income levels, while also attracting mission-fit families to take part in the
CVCA community. Our goal is to provide financial assistance for more
middle school and high school students.

Establishing an endowed scholarship is a
meaningful way to honor a loved one and
at the same time impact the life of a CVCA
student. These scholarships are awarded
to students who have demonstrated excellence in academic achievement, service,
leadership, and Christ-like character. To
learn how you can make an eternal investment in the life of a CVCA student, go to
cvcaroyals.org/support/scholarships.

“EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD THE HOUSE, THEY
LABOR IN VAIN THAT BUILD IT.”PSALM 127:1

To be part of the Excel Still More excitement, go to
cvcaroyals.org/excelstillmore/
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SPIRITUAL LIFE

“I sat in awe of my
God who loves so
Important
unconditionally…”

Grandparents Play an
Role in our CVCA Family

RESONATE: Reflecting on
God’s Faithfulness and Mercy by Miriam Cook ’19

A

s my pen scribbles across the
page, Pastor Jeff Bogue’s statement rings in my ears: “As a
sinner, I need to know who God is and
what He’s like.” Every year students look
forward to hearing Pastor Bogue speak
at Resonate. This year he spoke on
finding your way back to God and used
three different parables from Luke 15,
including the Prodigal Son, in order to
illustrate what type of father God is and
how we, as His children, should respond
to Him. As sinners, we will rebel and
disobey God, yet when we find ourselves
in ruin, we ought to remember the heart
of God and trust that He will be faithful
and just. I sat in awe of my God who
loves so unconditionally that even when
I believe the lie that He is restrictive and
run to the distant country as mentioned
in Luke 15:17, there is still hope for me.
When I find myself in the pig pen due to
my sinful choices, I can be confident that
my God will receive me when I go back
to Him.
On the second day, Pastor Bogue taught
us about the distant country. What he
said slowly sank into me: if we be6
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lieve that our religion is restrictive, we
will fantasize the things of the distant
country. Why do college kids who grew
up going to Sunday school and church
and were immersed in a Christ-centered high school walk away from their
relationship with God? The answer: the
world overwhelms Christians with the
ideas that we are not satisfied and not
living life to the fullest because we are
not part of the glamorized culture of sex,
drugs, drinking, and so on. As Pastor
Bogue put it, the citizens of the distant
country do not care for the citizens of
heaven. As those college kids succumb to
the influence of the distant country and
sink deeper into their pig pen, they have
two options to choose from. They can
either reflect on their Father and regret
their choices but be convinced they are
in this circumstance and cannot change
it, or they can rise up and walk back to
God and be embraced by His mercy and
forgiveness.
Hearing Pastor Bogue’s stories and
lessons has become something CVCA
students anticipate every year. Having a
worship team lead us and a speaker to

“become our pastor for the week” is a
privilege and always leaves an impact on
the hearts of the students.

What Students
are Saying…
“I learned that no matter where
you are in life, you can always
come back to God.”
– Dylan Kelly ’19
“Resonate challenged me to
learn more about who my
heavenly Father is and what He
acts like.”
– Dougie Knapp ’19
“Resonate reminded me that
no matter how far someone is
from God, He can bring them to
Himself. And it is through kindness that people are brought to
redemption.”
– Sarah McDonald ’19

STUDENT SERVICE

CVCA Students Show God’s Love while
Having Fun with Local Foster Children
Over fifty CVCA students and parents
are teaming up with a local foster care
and adoption agency to help meet the
needs of thousands of kids who need a
safe and loving home in Summit County.

One night per month, the Caring for
Kids organization transforms CVCA’s
Learning Commons and hallways into
a training facility for families who have
answered the call to be foster parents.
We help the agency’s staff provide a fun
and loving environment for the children
while the foster parents are in training.
Agency leaders said the need is greater
now than ever to provide loving, safe,
and secure temporary homes for these
precious children. The recent opioid
crisis, along with other factors, has overwhelmed Summit County’s fostering and
adoption system.
“We need to do our part to help as a
school and as a Christian community,”
said Stephanie Dauenhauer ’20, a student leader for the Caring for Kids team.
“I was adopted so I can relate to part of

Student volunteers Jamya Peacock ’22 and
Lauren Frank ’22

their situation. I think it is important
for them to have good influences in
their life, and it is nice to see their pure
happiness as we play with them and give
them attention.”
If you would like more information
about the Caring for Kids agency, please
visit www.cfkadopt.org.

The planned CHAPEL EXPANSION and
RENOVATIONS will provide more than 100
additional seats to accommodate a growing
high school, while maintaining a dedicated
middle school chapel experience. The renovations will also improve lighting capabilities and
other efficiencies. As Christ is at the center of
all we do and who we are at CVCA, providing
ample space to worship and learn is at the heart
of our mission of Educating and Cultivating
Servants for Christ.

To be part of the Excel Still More excitement, go to cvcaroyals.org/excelstillmore/
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CAMPUS NEWS

BEST Robotics
Regional Champions

The Royal Technic Robotics team competed in the BEST Robotics Regional
Championships at Grove City College in
March. The team competed in all competion aspects including marketing, team
exhibit, spirit and sportsmanship,
engineering notebook, and the robot
competition. The team has been preparing by learning about plastic prevention
in our oceans and lakes.
CVCA’s robot finished fourth and was
awarded the Most Robust Robot Award
and the Founders Award for creativity of
design. The team was awarded the Simulink Award for best programming video
created by Tyler Stoltz ’20 while the
Team Exhibit led by Ethan Smith ’21
and Kate Oyster ’22 received second
place. The team also won first for Spirit
and Sportsmanship. Finally, Royal Technic Robotics received the highest team
award which is the BEST Award making
the team Regional Champions!

Several members of CVCA’s varsity
Academic Challenge team recently competed in the Summit County Academic
Challenge League’s annual tournament
at Kent State University. Coached by
Craig McSparran, the team of seniors
Justin Folger ’19, Eric Hansen ’19, and
Cameron Smith ’19 and juniors Emerson McSparran ’20 and Ethan Wang ’20
went 5-0, winning their bracket and advancing to regionals. As an exciting finale
to the day, out of all the players on the
league’s twenty-one teams, CVCA captain
Cameron Smith was named the league’s top-scoring player of the year. Congratulations
to Cameron and to all the members of the varsity Academic Challenge team!
The Academic Challenge team’s season ended on April 6 at the North Coast regional
competition at Solon High School where they faced very tough competition and finished 3-2 for the day.

Junior Receives Summer Scholarship for Stanford

t

t

Academic Challenge Team Finishes Great Season

The Joyce Ivy Foundation, a non-profit
organization dedicated to broadening the
college aspirations of talented female high
school students from the Midwest, recently
announced the names of seventy-nine young
women selected as 2019 Summer Scholars. CVCA’s Emerson McSparran ’20 was
among them.

Emerson shared: “I applied to the Joyce Ivy
Foundation because I wanted to do something productive over the summer, but I
hesitated because of the price and location.
With this scholarship, I am able to earn college credits at Stanford and experience life on
campus at no cost. Traveling across the country and living in a dorm for eight weeks will
take me out of my comfort zone, but I am so excited for this opportunity to grow. I feel
ready to experience college life over the summer because CVCA had been preparing me
since seventh grade with caring teachers, helpful guidance, and advanced academics.”

Speech and Debate at State Competition

t

Fear can often keep us from excellence, but every week, the Talking Royals, CVCA’s
Speech and Debate Team, faced one of the most common fears in our country: public
speaking. This year, our Talking Royals students braved numerous speech tournaments
and excelled as they crafted speeches, rehearsed gestures, researched news articles, and refined their oratorical skills. The team’s courage to speak out was rewarded with an alternate
to the State Tournament (Emily Testa ’20) and two State Qualifiers (Alex Salem ’20 and
Nick Ferda ’19). Three-time state qualifier, Nick Ferda exemplified excellence by placing
14th in the state in his category, ending the speech season with success.

8
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What’s Happening on Campus

Business Students Gain National Attention for
Telling Rwanda Reconciliation Story
As 2019 marks the 25th anniversary of
the Rwandan Genocide, seniors in the
School of Business and Entrepreneurship
(SOBE) have been given the opportunity
to tell the story of the Rwandan people.

considered for publication by newspapers
like USA Today and the New York Times.

In response to a Wall Street Journal
article which suggested that the genocide
was merely on hold, the senior management of Shya Designs have tasked
themselves with unveiling the truth.
Utilizing interviews conducted over
Skype and email with John Gasangwa,
founder of Arise Rwanda ministries, and
The Honorable Dr. Odette, a senator and
doctor in the real Hotel Rwanda, the students have crafted an article which paints
Rwanda in a much better light. Their
efforts have not gone unnoticed. This
reconciliation-themed article is being

“This is perhaps the most important
thing I’ve done during my time in
SOBE. Being a part of literally telling
the story of Rwanda and the rebirth it’s
undergone has been infinitely rewarding.
Their story is a testament to the power of
forgiveness and a living manifestation of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s both beautiful and applicable. – Justin Folger ’19

t

CAMPUS NEWS

Seniors Justin Folger and Jesse Oyster
shared how this important experience has
impacted them:

“The very foundation of our company
is providing the women and people of
Rwanda with a platform to rise up from
their past and break through to a hope-

SOBE/Shya Designs Seniors McKenna Miller
and Justin Folger

filled future. Every day since the genocide
they have made great strides towards creating the new Rwanda which they have
become, and yet western media reports as
if they are still defined by this event. This
article simply is our way of taking the
first steps towards rectifying this mistake,
and giving the people of Rwanda the coverage they deserve.” – Jesse Oyster ’19

The Heart of Giving to CVCA
Sun Woo Kim was an international exchange student at CVCA during his middle school years. The school left a lasting
impression on Mr. Kim, who now lives
in Seoul, South Korea. He believes in
the mission of Educating and Cultivating
Servants for Christ and desires to invest
in that mission for the long-term. We
took the opportunity to interview Mr.
Kim in Korea to understand his heart for
ongoing monthly giving.
Why is giving to CVCA important to you?
First, when I was at CVCA exactly 30
years ago, I received an ample amount
of financial support from the Academy
when my family was in need! Even then,
when I was a teenage boy, I felt so grateful for you. For the nearly 30 years afterward, I had known I have to pay back
this debt of Christly love from the past.
Therefore, slightly over three years ago,
when I initiated my online donations, I
pledged to become a lifelong donor for
CVCA, which is still more than valid
and will remain that way.
Secondly, the folks at CVCA are the
best and the nicest people I’ve ever met
and associated with throughout about

40 years of my lifetime! You deserve
your share, commendations and honor,
CVCA! You are true, trustworthy and
great Christians for ages to come!
Thirdly, as I consistently pray to God
regarding every matter of my life, the
Holy Spirit keeps guiding my soul and
spirit to serve CVCA, both in prayers
and donations. As I’ve become part of
CVCA’s essential mission of Educating and Cultivating Servants for Christ,
CVCA, vice versa, has become one of the
most cherished partners of my life.

of investing for the material blessings of
donors themselves, both for the present
age and for the age to come. Thus, it’s
way more than worth it!

Why did you choose to give monthly?
I appreciate having a scheduled amount
that I can give each month (online)
according to a preset proportion of God’s
blessings and provision. Therefore, if the
Lord bestows upon me more opportunities to donate, I plan to increase the
amount of my gift, proportionally.

The ROYAL CIRCLE is a special group of
mission partners who have committed to
giving monthly to the ongoing work of CVCA.
Monthly giving ensures a consistent source
of funds for providing the Christ-centered,
Christ-honoring academics and programming
that makes CVCA an outstanding school.

What would you say to someone thinking
about giving to CVCA?
Without any doubt, I’d strongly recommend and even urge them to do so! I
do believe that Christian offerings and
donations also have the powerful effect

We invite you to consider giving monthly
and becoming a member of CVCA’s Royal
Circle. This means more than you know. Visit
cvcaroyals.org/giving or contact Patti Zaubi
at 330-929-0575, ext. 331 in the Development
Office to set up a recurring gift today.
MAY 2019 | THE TRUMPETER

9

MIDDLE SCHOOL
SPIRITUAL
LIFE

RESONATE

Guiding and Supporting Our
Middle School Students

by Scott Iannetta ’93, Middle School Principal

C7 DAY

As we prepare to wrap up the year in middle school, I am reminded of the many blessings God has allowed us to experience this school year, and I am amazed at what He
has done for and in our students.
We began this year with a school-wide reorganization to give our middle school
students a distinct and newly remodeled middle school space. We added a new middle
school lunch room complete with some new outdoor spaces for recess. We added new
carpet and new lockers to the middle school wing.
We started with 61 new sixth graders on campus for the first time in school history
and about 100 new seventh graders. We added several new teachers and a new principal, all with the same goal, to Educate and Cultivate Servants for Christ. I feel strongly
that it is this very like-mindedness of the faculty and staff, whether it is their first year
or their twenty-fifth, that allows us to impact students in such a positive way.

WINTERMISSION

POLARBLAST

ARKTICQUEST

10
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This year we have experienced all kinds of great things from our start-of-the-year
orientation trips to the Jterm experiences that every middle schooler participated in
(Wintermission, PolarBlast, and ArkticQuest). Our “out of the box” C7 encounters
allowed students to engage in different learning experiences such as workshops in
Improv Comedy, wilderness survival skills, and exploring our local National Park
system. Many students enjoyed their time in the cast and crew of our middle school
drama production, The Pirate Princess. And even more enjoyed participating on one
of our numerous middle school athletic teams, including several new ones for sixth
grade. Our sixth, seventh, and eighth graders also had opportunities to join one of our
awesome clubs, such as the Robotics team, that competed regionally.
Without a doubt we have been blessed beyond measure, but one of the facts I love
the most is revealed in an end-of-the-year survey: there is no question that our middle
school students feel loved and cared for by their teachers as they navigate this tough
journey called middle school. So as we close one year, we are excited for the next one.
We want to continually work toward making our middle school the place God wants
it to be and the school that is best for our students. We will keep at the work of guiding and supporting students through this challenging time and instructing them in the
way that prepares them for future success. We will always work as a middle school to
Excel Still More.

“We want to continually work toward making
our middle school the place God wants it to be.”

STUDENT LIFE

Bobcats and Royals Enjoy
Annual Friendly Face-off

T

by Tommy Lile ’19

he Broadmoor Bobcats game has been a CVCA tradition for over ten years,
yet every year the game is even more exciting and energetic than the year
before. This game allows the entire student body to serve together at once.
They show Christ’s love to the Broadmoor students by doing the wave, cheering
as loud as they can, waving signs, and chanting the names of the Bobcats. Once
again, the Bobcats pulled out the win, and the entire school left the large gym
feeling incredibly joyful. I have loved watching the Bobcats game throughout my
six years at CVCA. It is one of many experiences that has taught me to put all that
I have to do aside in order to truly love on people – because Christ first loved us.

Each year CVCA has the honor of playing a friendly basketball game against the
Broadmoor School basketball team comprised completely of students with developmental disabilities – most of whom participate in the game. Those who don’t play
join the CVCA student body in cheering on their friends.
MAY 2019 | THE TRUMPETER
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JTERM

ISRAEL TRIP

Jterm Adventures for all Ages
CVCA’s week-long learning experience, Jterm 2019, provided exploratory
opportunities on the CVCA campus and
in our local area, transported students
across the nation and around the globe,
and introduced students to a wide variety
of vocations and careers.
Some nearby experiences included
opportunities to investigate local history,
learn tap and ballroom dancing, hike in
the Cuyahoga Valley National Park, master a variety of crafts, practice the art of
storytelling, learn to box, study American
Sign Language (while learning about deaf
culture), and become tourists visiting
attractions in Akron and Cleveland that
many residents overlook.
In addition to multiple international and
U.S. trips, for the first time this year,
CVCA groups visited all four partnering
international schools through our Short
Term Exchange Program (STEP):
•	In Cambodia, students were captivated by the culture, history, and people
through visits to three major cities and
12
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worked alongside the staff and leadership of Dewey International School and
BrightStart Learning.
•	In Brazil, students experienced summer in the southern hemisphere and
shared the Gospel in the community
near Escola Internacional Preparando
Geracoes (EIPG) through their summer
children’s camp.
•	In Norway, students stayed with local
host families from Danielsen School
and savored the country’s culture and
beauty.
•	In the Dominican Republic, students
served at Doulos Discovery School and
the surrounding community. (Doulos
is CVCA’s only reciprocal exchange
program, with two CVCA students
studying there long-term for at least a
semester this past year.
More than fifty students completed a
Career Experience Opportunity (CEO),
gaining practical experience in a career
field of interest. Some locations chosen

by students this year included Parker
Hannifin, the Federal Reserve Bank,
Cleveland Playhouse, NASA, Western
Reserve Hospital, ipsoCreative, Each +
Every, and Yanke Bionics, just to name a
few. These valuable experiences equip juniors and seniors as they begin to narrow
down their college choices and majors.
We are grateful and appreciate all who
hosted CVCA students during this week.
During the 2019-2020 academic year we
are shifting our January term to March,
during the week before Spring Break. As
we consider the possibility of alternating
between Jterm and Mterm every other
year, we trust that this will open new
learning opportunities that are possible
in late March but not feasible in January
due to weather and other factors. Some
of the new experiences planned for 2020
Mterm include: Discovering Washington
DC, LaLa Land Choir Tour, Puerto Rican Science Adventure, Exploring Amish
Country, and Hiking the Cuyahoga
Valley National Park.

JTERM

SCHOOL OF MEDICAL PROFESSIONS

LEARNING TO BOX

THE BACKYARD TOURIST

EL SALVADOR

BASKETBALL TEAM TRIP

HIKING IN THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS

SERVING IN BRAZIL

SCHOOL OF MINISTRY IN BOSTON
MAY 2019 | THE TRUMPETER
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Newsies Carry
the Banner

by Alyssa Sharp ’19 and Justin Folger ’19

“Just look around at the world we’re inheriting and
think of the one we’ll create… So whatever happens…
Let’s begin!” – Katherine Plummer

14
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FINE ARTS

T

his Spring, The Royal Theatre “carried the banner” in producing a spectacular
rendition of Disney’s “Newsies.” The cast and crew ranged from new sixth graders
to a record-setting 23 seniors taking their last bow. Between the bricks of the Anne
Tell Chapel, the larger-than-life production of Newsies shined bright, wowing audiences
and leaving them cheering for more. Families were impressed by the cast members climbing among the ladders created by the set team, which was directed by Mr. and Mrs. Lanier
and Mr. Lombardi. The intricate set design made the CVCA Chapel feel more like the
streets of New York than the suburbia of Cuyahoga Falls.
Coming into the season with more than half of the lead characters being novices proved to
be more blessing than challenge. Tommy Lile, a senior, starred as the Newsies’ charming
leader, Jack Kelly. His transition from the soccer field to swooning the hearts of every
audience member appeared effortless. Tommy shared that the show grew him as a person,
a fact he attributed to the supportive theatre environment: “The Royal Theatre community
has not only provided me with the best environment to succeed, but has more importantly
made a strenuous and lengthy process incredibly enjoyable and memorable.”
With many Theatre members graduating this year, Newsies was an unforgettable way to
end their career. Senior Emma Petno shared, “I am beyond grateful for my many years
spent in the Royal Theatre. Ending my senior year with Newsies has been one of the sweetest experiences. I have loved growing close with our cast and making so many memories.”
Newsies is an inspiring show of fighting for what is right and holding onto “something to
believe in.” In other words, it didn’t take a master theologian to pull biblical truth from
this legendary show. “Though the rebellious nature of the Newsies story may not look
amazing through the lens of Romans 13, the show carries a much deeper meaning than
screaming and shouting,” says senior Carter Lentz who played Jack’s cohort, Davie. “It
really is a story of redemption, one that we can all connect with.”
The show’s storyline teaches that when people take a stand for what they believe in, others
begin to notice. Similarly as Christians, we often have to boldly stand up for the truth of
God’s Word. In the book of Daniel, we see that God remained with Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego while they faced the fiery furnace as a result of standing firm in God’s law.
When we face the fire of our culture contradicting the truth we know, we can confidently
stand in the Word of God as our stronghold.
Though often worked to their limit, the students’ morale never faltered. The Theatre staff
seemed to have a knack for making every kid feel like they were the favorite. “I’ve never
felt so loved and cherished” said senior Jesse Oyster. “We aren’t kidding when we say we’re
a Royal Theatre family.” Oyster starred as Albert, a rough and tough newsie with a big
heart. God has really blessed this theatre. The staff of the Royal Theatre strives every day to
put God first, and He honors that in the quality of the productions. God is good, all the
time, and all the time God is good!
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Chamber Singers take their Talents
to the State Competition
For the first time in over 39 years, a CVCA Choir, The Chamber Singers made
it to the State Contest after receiving a 1 Superior Rating at Districts in March.
Not only did they compete in
Class A (a very difficult Class,)
but The Chamber Singers
received straight 1’s from every
judge including the sight-reading judge. This has earned the
CVCA Chamber Singers state
recognition from the Ohio
Music Educator’s Association
and a beautiful plaque to be
engraved with their name.
Congratulations to the following Chamber Singers students: Gabby Albrecht,
Jessica Albright, Becca Bailey, Julianna Bailey, Josh Brookbank, Mikaela Fridline,
Emily Haymaker, Tressa Hindenlang, Ethan Hunter, Carter Lentz, Abigail Leonard, Myrrha Louscher, Will Loxley, Moyin Majekodunmi, Jesse Oyster, Daniel
Parker, Lexi Polidoro, Daniel Pope, Maggie Roberts, Ian Schmikla, Jackson Slater,
Cameron Smith, Grace Sommer, Jono Sommer, Cole Sullivan, and Emily Testa.

Symphonic Band Delights
Audiences at Disney
CVCA’s High School Symphonic Band
traveled to sunny Orlando this past February
to perform in Walt Disney World. Highlights
of the trip included their public performance
in Disney Springs, along with a music clinic
under the baton of a Disney conductor who
led them in the recording of a soundtrack to a
Disney cartoon.

How will the Excel Still More campaign impact CVCA’s Fine Arts Programs? Renovating the small gym into a
DEDICATED FINE ARTS SPACE will provide additional classroom space and practice space for 7 instrumental groups
and 6 vocal groups. This dedicated space will allow for more instructional time, as it will not need to be shared with
other programs. The proximity to the middle school will also improve access for those students and will be home to
the new middle school theater program.

To be part of the Excel Still More excitement, go to cvcaroyals.org/excelstillmore/
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300 Wins for Coach Jay Peters
BOB PETERS ’13 writes: My dad has
a sign hanging in his office at home that
reads, “Don’t let wins and losses affect
your goals toward teaching player perfection.” It perfectly describes the way my
dad has conducted his career as a coach.
He has never been motivated by wins,
but his passion has come from making
his players become the best they possibly
can. I believe that, among countless other reasons, is what makes my dad great. I
also believe that is part of the reason I am
writing about his recent accomplishment
of 300 career wins as a coach.
Dad, you have never been one who cares
about career wins or milestones, but
you have truly lived out your calling as a
coach. On the surface, we are celebrating
a nominal figure that represents your success as a coach, but beneath the surface
we are celebrating much more. You give
the same effort you expect from your
players –100 percent. Sometimes, you
even give more effort than the players
which is why you kick us out of practice
when you feel we are not reaching our
full potential. You can be intimidating
at times when you yell at us to, “Get a

stop” or “box out and rebound!” But we
never question your care and love for us.
Congrats on the great accomplishment
of 300 wins, but know that’s not how
we will remember you. The memories
we made while you were our coach will
be what we forever cherish. You taught
us life lessons that we will never forget.
You pushed us to be better than we
ever dreamed we could be on and off
the court. You are much more than a
basketball coach to not only me, but to
so many others who have played for you
as well. John Wooden once said, “A good
coach can change a game. A great coach
can change a life.” You are a GREAT
coach, Dad. Thank you for all you have
and will continue to do for your team
and players. We love you!
COACH JAY PETERS writes: “What
I want to make sure is clearly communicated is how much I appreciate the
dedication my former players gave to
the program while they were here. It has
been my privilege to work with them.
I am very grateful for their tremendous work ethic, competitiveness, and
heart which is what led to those wins.

I look back with very fond memories
of the young men whom I got to share
this experience with and I am deeply
indebted to them for all they did. I am so
very proud of them and what they were
able to accomplish. It has been one of
the great joys of my life to have coached
them and watch them succeed. I would
also like to thank all the men who have
worked with us as assistant coaches,
some for a long period of time like Don
Plum, Jason Herblet, Ben Miller, Ray
Carroscia, Tim Schofield, Art McMahon,
and others who coached junior high for
us. Their guidance and friendship along
the way have been an incredible gift and
blessing. I hope you know how much I
appreciate your service.”
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Striving to Excel Still More
in CVCA Athletics

by Athletic Director Jon Young

I can’t tell you how excited I am to see
our CVCA community rally around
the phrase of “Excel Still More” this
upcoming year. While the phrase is
found only twice in Scripture (1 Thessalonian 4:1,10), I believe it has profound
implications for the Athletics Department at CVCA. As we study deeper
into the context of 1 Thessalonians, we
see that this church was already doing

many things really well. In fact, Paul
was commending them for their past
devotion to Christ. At the same time,
Paul was encouraging the Thessalonian
believers to continue to press on towards
Christ-honoring excellence. He was
calling them to continue to improve so
that they might bring greater honor and
glory to Christ. While we are certainly
proud of our many accomplishments at

“Much more than just a win or loss on the scoreboard,
athletics can and should be viewed as an avenue to
impact lives for Christ.”

CVCA (State Champions, District
Champions, PAC all-sports trophies,
etc.), as well as the many lives that have
been changed as a result of participating
in our programs, we are also committed
to continuing our pursuit of excellence.
Much more than just a win or loss on
the scoreboard, athletics can and should
be viewed as an avenue to impact lives
for Christ. God does not desire for us
to be complacent; rather, He wants us
to consistently work to become our
personal best so we can better grow His
Kingdom. May we all work together as
we strive to Excel Still More!

How will the Excel Still More campaign impact CVCA Athletics? This three-court multi-use FIELD HOUSE will provide
space for 14 middle school and 22 high school teams to practice. As all CVCA athletes know, practice space is at a
premium. The field house will allow more teams to practice immediately after school, providing for increased family
and study time. The space will also host larger school and community events and provide areas for off-season practice.
With these changes, our teams will have the opportunity to grow deeper within our own programming and grow
wide within the community around us.

To be part of the Excel Still More excitement, go to cvcaroyals.org/excelstillmore/
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Decatur Brothers Finish CVCA Career with
Numerous State and National Awards
Senior twins Jacob and Jordan Decatur
completed an amazing career as CVCA
wrestlers in 2019 and have cemented
themselves into the record book of Ohio
High School Wrestling. Both Jacob and
Jordan won the State Championship for
their weight class for the third straight
year. In 2018, they became the only set
of twins in Ohio’s history to win backto-back State Championships together.
In 2019, they augmented their record
by winning a third State Championship.
Together they hold six of CVCA’s 25
State Wrestling Championships.

in 2018 and Jordan at 132 lbs. in 2019).
Jacob has won the Ironman Tournament, which is considered the toughest
high school wrestling tournament in the
nation; and Jordan has won multiple
National Championships in freestyle
wrestling. They have both committed
to attend and wrestle at The Ohio State
University next year. Along with their
older brother Josh ’13, the Decatur family has amassed an astonishing 409 career
victories for CVCA wrestling.

There is very little that these two have
not accomplished on the wrestling mat.
Both twins have finished a season as the
#1 ranked wrestler in the entire country
for their weight class (Jacob at 106 lbs.

Perhaps even more remarkable than
their accomplishments on the mat, is the
Decatur twins’ unselfish service to others
and their commitment to honor and
glorify their Lord and Savior. Both twins
have spent countless hours attending
and serving at youth and junior high

2018-19 WINTER SPORTS
RECOGNITIONS

BOWLING
Awards:
Jackie Budrevich – 1st Team All-League

BOYS BASKETBALL
Awards:
Brett Carroscia – 1st Team All-PAC
Trey Williams – 1st Team All-PAC
Austen Williams – Honorable Mention All-PAC

Seniors: Katie Cook, Emily Haymaker, Claudia
Insalaco, and Shyanne Pugh-Nesby

Senior: Andrew Golembiewski
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Awards:
Lauren Davis – 1st Team All-PAC, Honorable
Mention All-District
Autumn Foguth – Honorable Mention All-PAC
Seniors: Lauren Davis, Autumn Foguth,
Laynee Shipp, and Joie Woodlee

HOCKEY
Awards:
Christian Beckett – 1st Team All-GCHSHL Blue
Gabe Dearden – 2nd Team All-GCHSHL Blue
Jack Perrotta – 2nd Team All-GCHSHL Blue
Luke Perrotta – Honorable Mention AllGCHSHL Blue
Seniors: Christian Beckett, Gabe Hernandez,
and Zach Miller
SWIMMING
 wards:
A
Josh Wodrich – State Qualifier (100 back, 200 IM)

Both Jacob (top) and Jordan (bottom)
won the State Championship for their
weight class for the third straight year.
wrestling events and practices. They have
each truly exemplified what it means to
be an ambassador for Christ. Jacob and
Jordan are very outspoken about their
faith and emphasize how they wrestle not
for their own recognition, but to point
others to Jesus. Immediately after their
State Championship matches, in separate
interviews, Jacob said “I just felt the presence of God dwelling in me and knew
with Him anything was possible,” and
Jordan exclaimed “All glory to God!”

Mac Hancock – State Qualifier (100 free,
100 breast)
Seniors: Cece Douglas and Mac Hancock
WRESTLING
Awards:
Jacob Decatur – State Champion, District
Champion
Jordan Decatur – State Champion, District
Champion
Matthew Williams – 3rd at State, District
Champion
Austin Pownall – State Qualifier
Breslin Walker – State Qualifier
Seniors: Jacob Decatur, Jordan Decatur, and
Danny Sinchok
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2018-2019
WINTER
SPORTS
WRAP-UP
q C HEER: With one of the largest
squads in recent years, Royals
cheer brought lots of excitement and school spirit to
winter sports. Their impressive
stunting was a definitely a
crowd pleaser!

pH
 OCKEY: Our hockey program put together a terrific 2018-19 season. They finished with a school record 23 wins and won the 2019 Baron Cup III Championship!

q B OYS BASKETBALL: With lots of new faces, the varsity

boys basketball team battled all season and recorded 15
wins. Their 65-57 upset win on the road at Woodridge in
the OHSAA tournament was an exciting experience for all
who attended.
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u SWIM: Josh

p GIRLS BASKETBALL: The girls basketball season was
highlighted by the inaugural CVCA Holiday Hoops Classic. The
Royals went 2-0 in the event with wins over Central Christian
and Lutheran East.

Wodrich ’20
and Mac Hancock ’19 represented the CVCA
swim team at
the 2019 OHSAA
State Championships. Josh
placed 7th in the
100 back and is
the first CVCA
swimmer to
reach the podium in an individual event. Mac placed
12th in the 100 free and 13th in the 100 breast.

q B OWLING: This winter, the CVCA bowling team came

together for a solid season. The girls finished as conference runners-up, and Jackie Budrevich ’21 represented
the team at the District Tournament.

pW
 RESTLING: The history of CVCA wrestling continued
to grow this winter. Jacob ’19 and Jordan ’19 Decatur
became the first set of twins to win 3 straight State Championships in OHSAA history. Jacob won DII 113 lb. title and
became a 4-time state placer. Jordan won the DII 132 lb.
title and was named “Most Outstanding Wrestler” by the
OHSWCA. The boys left their mark on and off the mat during
their time at CVCA.
MAY 2019 | THE TRUMPETER
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ALUMNI NEWS OF CUYAHOGA VALLEY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

A Few Words from Alumni
Coordinator, Rachel Criswell ’13
I laugh when every year I’m
shocked at how quickly winter
turns to spring, and how another school year passes in the blink
of an eye. Change is inevitable.
This was true when I roamed the halls of CVCA as a student,
and even more so as an employee. But what never ceases to truly
amaze me, is not how much the eighth graders grew during
the school year, or how much better the cafeteria food is before
summer break, or even the fact that our football team made it to
the playoffs for the first time in a long time…it’s what remains
unchanged at CVCA that amazes me.
I walk the halls six years post-graduation and see my teachers
continuing to pour into the next generation of Royals. I see
unwavering faith not only in chapels, but on the fields, in classrooms, and on the stage. Everywhere I look at Cuyahoga Valley
Christian Academy, I am surrounded by excellence with a battle
cry that we were made for more than what this world offers.

Class Notes:
1990

Mark Horner ’90 has been
teaching in Tallmadge City

Schools for 19 years. After
graduating from CVCA,
he attended The University
of Akron. His journey into
education began as a student
teacher at Tallmadge Middle
School. He then taught at
TMS for five years as an
American History teacher.
22
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Then he was moved to the
high school, and has been
there ever since. Mr. Horner
currently teaches AP US
History and Psychology. He
holds a B.A. in Education
(History, Psychology, and Sociology) from The University
of Akron, and a MA in K-12
Leadership from Kent State
University. He is happily
married to his incredible
wife, Jennifer, and has two
awesome kids who are students in Tallmadge: Kelsie,
who is in 10th grade, and
Noah, who is in 7th grade.
He was recognized as the
2015 Six District Education
Compact C.A.R.E. recipient,
the 2017-2018 Tallmadge

CVCA continues to be a unique community. It is constantly
growing and changing, and yet we hold fast to our commitment
to Christ-honoring excellence. I hope that those of you who have
volunteered your time, talent, and treasures this year have seen
the ways we are seeking to Excel Still More and feel a partnership with us in that mission. From the bottom of my heart,
thank you for continuing to be a part of and believing in this
school and all God is doing here. And for those of you not yet
reconnected but longing for a community where you belong, my
prayer is that you would know our doors are always wide open
for you.
Educating and Cultivating Servants for Christ does not end when
you receive your diploma; it’s really just a stepping stone on the
path of a greater journey. Once a Royal, always a Royal – don’t
be a stranger.

“Everywhere I look at CVCA, I am
surrounded by excellence…”

High School Teacher of the
Year, a member of the 2018
Summit County All-Star
Teaching Team, and he
has the distinct privilege of
having been selected as the
Summit County Teacher of
the Year for 2018. He counts
it a privilege to be serving
Christ in the classroom.

2000

Lindsay (Dalton) Sines ’00
writes: “When I attended
CVCA, I always knew it was
a privilege and I was grateful
to be there. However, it
wasn’t until I watched the
excitement in my oldest,
Reagan ’24, and we transitioned to the other side as
parents of a CVCA student,
that I was able to grasp what

a wonderful place it really is.
I feel good every day sending
my son to school knowing he
is getting the same biblical
teaching we instill in him at
home. Our world is constantly changing what is “ok”
in all aspects, and I have seen
CVCA stand firm on what
is biblically sound. It is very
important to our family that
the Bible is the foundation
of our lives, not the world’s
ever-changing culture. Seeing
how the CVCA staff is
investing in him and helping

ECHOES

shape him into the person
he’s becoming in Christ has
been a privilege to watch –
not to mention all the fun
extracurriculars he has been
able enjoy. My daughter can’t
wait until next year when
she “finally” gets her chance
to move from being a Junior
Royal to the real deal as a
CVCA sixth grader.”

Michael into the world on
June 14, 2018. They join
Jacob (4) and Jenna (2).

2008

Catherine and Andrew
Staker ’08 welcomed their
new son Conner Jeffery
Staker on February 9, 2019.

son, James Michael Mucha.

2013

Shane Hippli and Christine
(Najjar) Hippli ’13 were
married on Saturday, March

2002

Jason and Sarah (Horak)
Pullin ’02 welcomed twins
Joshua Mark and James

23, 2019 at Windows on the
River in Cleveland, Ohio.
Christine writes: “We had
five CVCA alumni and
one current CVCA student
in our wedding : Nickole
(Najjar) Hornbeck ’10,
Amanda (Najjar) May ’12,
Maya Najjar, Katherine
Kouzelos ’14, Emily (Flenniken) Hueber ’14, and
Natalie Silk ’13. I currently
am the Director of Marketing at Digital Integrated
Systems in Richfield, Ohio.

2010

On December 23, 2018
Matthew and Laura
(Carpenter) Mucha ’10
welcomed the arrival of their

From the First SOBE Class to Starting
his own Business: Eric Vlahos ’13
During my time at CVCA,
I swam competitively at the
State Championship, actively
participated in FBLA, and
graduated as a part of the
first School of Business & Entrepreneurship (SOBE) class.
During my time in SOBE, I met with two impactful mentors who helped guide me on my journey in business: Jamey
Beard and Gregory Geryscz ’06. Early mornings full of
“out-of-the-box” thinking made me fall in love with the idea
of having an active hand in running a business someday;
in addition to the fact that I’ve been able to work hand-inhand with my greatest business mentor, my father, over the
last few years.
On the weekends, I would help my dad at our laundromat,
Laundry Time, stocking vending machines, working as an
attendant, and doing anything I could to learn the business.
In addition to learning basic business operations, working
as a laundromat attendant gave me the interpersonal skills
needed to sell products and services to potential customers.
As for now, I’m the Director of Marketing at Advantage
Equipment, Inc., and the Chief Operating Officer for
AERC Laundry Solutions. After I graduated Summa Cum
Laude from The University of Akron with a focus on
Marketing Management and Sales Management, I started

working in the family business, Advantage Equipment, Inc.,
which has been around since 1996. I quickly found my way
in the highly technical world of commercial laundry equipment and chemical injection systems, and became fascinated
with the industry.
When I started making sales calls for Advantage, I quickly
found one industry that was being severely under-served:
multi-housing (apartments and similar units.) After seeing
a need for a reliable and efficient laundry service company,
my father and I created AERC Laundry Solutions in August
2018. We stand out from our competition by providing
quick service for limited
machine down-time,
highly-efficient equipment to lighten the utility consumption burden on properties, and an easy-to-use
website for reporting machine problems (aerclaundry.com.)
Since our inception, we’ve already established strong partnerships with property management companies, and we’re
excited for continued growth in the years to come. Moving
forward, we plan on expanding into veterinary practices,
athletic facilities, hotels, motels, healthcare facilities, schools,
car washes, dairy farms, commercial laundries, and much
more. I am proud to share this announcement with the
CVCA community since they had such a huge hand in my
development as a businessperson.
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learned how difficult it was
to land a literary agent or a
book deal and self-published
her first novel Unmasked
before she graduated CVCA.

Have you seen the
Ebenezer Project videos?
This series of videos tells the story of God’s faithfulness
through our alumni. We have handpicked a wide range
of alumni who are excelling in their fields, have diverse
backgrounds and stories, and are still connected to CVCA.
We believe one of the best ways to remember God’s faithfulness to this school is through stories of how He has used
CVCA to impact alumni, and through them, impact the
world. Follow us on Facebook to see the new video released
each week or check out the entire series at cvcaroyals.org/
the-ebenezer-project.

I’m thankful for CVCA and
the community I had there.
I made lifelong friendships
while playing on the girls’
soccer team and am forever
grateful for that!

Josiah ’14 and Grace
(Bolinger) Rios ’13 welcomed their baby girl Liliana

Hope went on to pursue a
professional writing degree
at Taylor University where
she published more than 300
works (short stories, articles,
poems, etc.), but still wanted
to pursue her dream of getting a novel published.
While sitting in a Gen-Ed
Old Testament class, something the professor said in the
70+ slide presentation on the
Book of Daniel hit her like a
sack of bricks: Daniel and his
friends would’ve been 15 or
16 when they were taken into
Babylon captivity to start
their three-year education.
“Wow. That sounds like high

school,” Hope thought. Thus,
the idea for Blaze was born.
Hope met with a publisher
at the Maranatha Writers’
Conference and pitched the
book she’d completed in
the summer of 2017. They
reviewed it, sent back several
edits, and eventually offered
a deal. Blaze comes out on
June 3, 2019, and is currently available for preorder on
Amazon.

2017

Noah Planski ’17 and
Elizabeth (Brubaker) ’17
were married on March 23,
2019 at Wingfoot Lake State
Park. Miki (Mikayla) Veness
’17, Maddie Cowley ’17,
Matthew Greenwood ’16,
and Josh Polanski ’16 were
in the wedding party.

David Parker ’13 writes:
There have been many

adventures since graduating
from CVCA, and faith has
been a compass guiding the
way. From attending Miami
University’s Farmer School
of Business to moving across
the country to work in Silicon Valley, much has been
learned. Even a near-fatal
bike accident near the
Golden Gate Bridge and the
months of recovery following
the accident have shown
God’s power and faithfulness
in real time. It is wonderful
to know that whatever (and
whomever) the future holds
can be met with the same
courage and love God holds
for us.
24
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Joy on January 24. She was
7 lbs. 10 oz. and 19 inches
and arrived at 4:10 a.m. Her
name means, “my God is an
abundance of joy.”

2015

Hope Bolinger ’15, having
started writing novels at
CVCA her junior year,
attempted to break into
the publishing industry by
her senior year. She quickly

ROYALSCONNECT is a social networking platform cre-

ated to connect alumni to each other and house a robust
networking platform where alumni can find mentorship
opportunities, job opportunities, and other advice one
might need to succeed in the world today. Join your fellow
alumni at RoyalsConnect.org!
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Alumni Pursuing Excellence:

Ben Schreiber ’01 is helping The Ohio State University
Student-Athletes become the Best Versions of Themselves
My cheerleading journey started during the fall of 1999, my
junior year of high school at CVCA. During homecoming
week the cheer team performed a routine that caught my
attention. The coed team performed a variety of partner
stunts, basket tosses, and pyramids. I had never seen anything like this and it was very intriguing. In the spring of
2000, I spoke with the coach and began working out with
the cheer team and began partner stunting and learning
how to tumble. Looking back I know there are many stereotypes in cheerleading. The biggest thing I tell people is to try
it. I have had collegiate football players, wrestlers, baseball
players, and more all try it and say it was one of the hardest
things they have tried to do!
If I could go back to CVCA I wish I would have focused on
the important things of high school. People want to be popular and fit into a certain crowd. These things end after high
school. It was not until I started cheerleading that I truly
did not care what other people thought about me. I wanted
to prove everyone wrong by learning to do some elite partner stunts and work to become the best athlete I could. If I
could do it over again, I would be more disciplined in the
classroom and with my academics, more involved in serving
others, and more disciplined and consistent in my training
with athletics. For those who are not sure what they want
to be when they grow up, my advice is to take a variety of
classes while in high school, see if a hobby can be developed
into a trade, and pray for guidance and wisdom.
It is amazing to see the
growth of competitive
cheer in Europe and
around the world. I have
been blessed to go to
Europe over ten times to
work with teams in Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
and Germany. Similar to
the opening ceremonies at
the Olympic games, the
opening ceremonies of the
ICU (International Cheer
Union) conclude with a
cultural exchange. However, winning a National Championship as a coach at the University of Delaware was one of
the greatest moments of my life.
I am currently wrapping up my tenth season as a collegiate
head coach and my fifth season at The Ohio State University. I was blessed to win a National Championship during
the 2013-14 season (my last season at the University of

Delaware) in Large Coed Division 1. I believe the Lord has
used my position as a ministry opportunity by being able to
“practice what I preach.” I believe actions speak louder than
words, and by working to live out our program’s culture on
a daily basis, I can be an example to our athletes. I also work
each day to allow the Lord to work through me so that people will sense that “something is different” with me.
While our ultimate athletic goal is to win OSU’s first
championship since 1993, part of our vision and mission is
to focus on the total student-athlete development and experience. One of my favorite quotes comes from the late John
Wooden, “Success is the peace of mind knowing you did
the best you were capable of becoming.” I have worked to
shift my focus on not winning or losing, but having myself,
my coaching staff, and the student-athletes in my program
attempt to become the best versions of themselves by striving to achieve success. For athletes and teams wanting to be
their best, I believe the answer is easy, but the work is not:
discipline and consistency.
For me, excellence is tied to success. So many people and
teams place such a high value on winning and losing. The
goal of coaches and athletes at all levels is to win. Many
coaches get fired from collegiate and professional positions due to not winning enough. Winning is important.
However, so many people place all of their self worth and
value on whether they won or not. Many times winning is
out of an individual’s control. However, it is always in one’s
control if they did their absolute best. Did you give 100% at
every practice? Did you prepare and do the necessary things
outside of practice or competition to perform at 100%?
These things can be controlled, and I strive to teach people
to work on gaining these things to achieve excellence.

“For athletes and teams wanting to be their
best, I believe the answer is easy, but the
work is not: discipline and consistency.”
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Sarah Tomich ’17 Serves God on the Soccer Field written by Aaron Tomich ’14
“Perfection is not attainable. But if
we chase perfection, we can catch
excellence.” – Vince Lombardi
Sarah Tomich ’17 knows all too
well the journey to perfection,
but has certainly found excellence
on and off the soccer field. On
defense, Sarah is the center-back
stronghold for Wheaton College women’s soccer. Her definition of excellence is quite similar to Lombardi, saying that
“the best way to achieve excellence is to work your hardest
without quitting.”
Sarah’s work ethic and pursuit of perfection proved fruitful
this past season, and post-season accolades point to both.
She was named three-time conference defensive player of
the week, conference defensive player of the year, first team
all-region, and first team All-American in NCAA Division
3 – all awards earned in the 2018 season. “My future goal
is to win a national championship,” Sarah said. “We have a
really good chance to do that, especially next year with our
incoming freshman class and returning players. We just play
so well together and had a really good shot last year.”
Entering her junior year in the autumn of 2019, Sarah’s role
on the team will most likely be that of leadership, being voted a team captain and model to her fellow underclassman
teammates. For her, leadership was a key attribute learned
from her time at CVCA. “CVCA really taught me how to
be a Christ-like leader, and in order to lead like Christ, you
are first a servant,” Sarah said. “In our soccer program at
CVCA we were taught that your grade doesn’t matter, but
you can be a leader no matter how old you are.”
Learning how to step into a leadership role within the
team in high school proved helpful for her time in college.
The winning tradition and success of the women’s soccer
program certainly is special, but a strong bond built with
teammates stands out to Sarah. “It’s a very tight-knit group

of girls that all love the Lord and strive to serve Him well,”
Sarah said.
Sarah is constantly being molded and guided to what her
plan in the future will be. “My goal right now is to be an elementary or special education teacher,” Sarah said. She feels
a calling on this path in life, and has ultimately served the
Lord through it in many ways. Sarah recently volunteered as
a “buddy” during a local “Night To Shine,”event, a formal/
prom celebrating honored guests of all ages with disabilities.
Though Sarah’s time playing competitive soccer will come
to an end in the near future, she said that she still has a
strong desire to “have soccer in my life, whether that is just
playing with friends or coaching.” In everything, be it highs
and lows, road bumps or unexpected twists, she will always
hold fast to a plan she knows has been laid before her –
“wherever life and the Lord takes me.”
A lifelong lesson she learned from her time at CVCA, and
one that is continually affirmed at Wheaton, points back to
the Lord in all things, “glorifying God through everything
you do, knowing that He’s the giver of all your gifts,” Sarah
said. “…and that your excellence comes from Him.”

“The best way to achieve excellence is to
work your hardest without quitting.”

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Contact alumni@cvcaroyals.org with alumni news and suggestions for The
Echoes. Please include graduation years and maiden names. Photos should
be the highest resolution possible and submitted as email attachments or
mailed as hard copies. The Trumpeter reserves the right to edit alumni news
for clarity, appropriateness, and space limitations.
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Follow us on social media to keep
up on what’s happening at CVCA:

f @ CVCAroyals
i @ cvca.royals
t @ CVCAroyals
x @ Cuyahoga Valley
Christian Academy

Exciting changes are happening on the
CVCA campus. Follow the progress at

cvcaroyals.org/excelstillmore/
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2019 SUMMER CAMPS
BASKETBALL
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Are you ready for a fun-filled summer? Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy’s Summer Camp
program offers an opportunity for girls and boys to make friends, have fun, and learn
new skills in a Christian environment. REGISTER AT CVCAROYALS.ORG/SUMMER-CAMPS

