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Determined to Redeem This Time
When the spring semester took an unexpected turn due to the COVID-19 pandemic, so did
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courses, prom, and all other year-end activities. What emerged were stories of ingenuity, compassion, optimism, and a strong community. We are immensely proud of, and thankful for, our
students, families, faculty, and staff. Your commitment to CVCA and your faith in our Savior is
evident in how well you have persevered and how much good you have accomplished.
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SOBE students channeled their business
skills into finding and meeting others’
needs. See page 13.

Faculty, staff, and students all adjusted to a new way
of teaching and learning through CVCA Online.
See page 8.

Many of our alumni are serving on the “front lines”
of the pandemic. See page 19.

The Class of 2020 was celebrated in new
and fun ways this year. See page 6.

I HAVE TOLD YOU THESE THINGS, SO THAT IN ME YOU MAY
HAVE PEACE. IN THIS WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TROUBLE.
BUT TAKE HEART! I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD. JOHN 16:33

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE…
Though this message was originally written for and delivered to this year’s senior class, it is a
fitting message for all of us and is at the heart of our community and our mission at CVCA:
We are extremely proud of the example you are setting for the rest of our community.
Think about what you have done over the last few weeks through innovation, creativity,
persistence, courage, hard work, and excellence. You have walked this difficult road and will
indeed come out stronger on the other side. While we have experienced this historic pandemic
together, know that Jesus was abundantly clear in John 16:33 when He said, “I have told you these
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.” Take comfort and embrace these profound words of hope.
Every year we ask, “Are the seniors ready to graduate? Are they prepared for what God has for them
next?” Because of this crisis and its effects on your lives, you now have the opportunity to answer
that question with confidence, maybe more than any other graduating class. Walking through this
trial together is potentially the best “Final Exam” ever given in CVCA history! None of us would have
chosen it, but you have been tested, and you are fully prepared for whatever comes next.
									All to Him I owe,
			

									Jason Spodnik ’88
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CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Remaining
Thankful and
Confident

G

iven the economic turbulence in our world right now, it is refreshing
to know that God’s faithfulness and the abundant generosity of His
people continue to sustain the ministries of CVCA.

When emergency health measures took effect in March, school administration sprung into action to modify our current educational strategies, allowing
CVCA staff and students to continue Christ-honoring excellence in education
while sheltering in place.
Similarly, CVCA’s administration moved to refocus our Excel Still More
construction campaign in view of the emergency at hand. A sustainable plan
to fulfill the original vision for Excel Still More was crafted and implemented.
It seemed prudent to first complete Phase One of the original blueprint,
given strong funding and our current progress on the project. As you may
remember, Phase One plans included the construction of a spacious and wonderfully equipped CVCA Field House (shown at left), as well as the renovation
of the small gym into excellent fine arts practice spaces and visual media
classrooms (shown below). Phase One plans also included the building of a
dedicated workshop to enhance our Royal Theatre productions for the Anne
Tell Chapel. All of these projects are underway, and on schedule!
Additional plans to expand seating capacity in the Anne Tell Chapel and to
further enhance CVCA’s auditorium (Phase Two initiatives) have been postponed for the moment, though we are confident the Lord will provide the
means and circumstances to resume these projects in the near future.
Thank you, as always, for your faithfulness in supplying so many generous
prayers, encouragements, and donations toward the Excel Still More campaign.

“…God’s faithfulness and the abundant
generosity of His people continue to
sustain the ministries of CVCA.”

4
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The “small gym” is seeing new life as the highly anticipated Fine Arts space takes
shape. When students return to campus, they will find new practice spaces for
both vocal and instrumental groups and new video and design classrooms.

ROYAL EVENING

God’s Providence
Evident in the 21st
Annual Royal Evening

G

orgeous decorations, delicious food, the fun of winning highvalue items in the auction, and a close-up look at real stories of
how God’s work through CVCA is changing lives – that’s what
the 2020 Royal Evening was all about!
To top it off, through the exceptional generosity of sponsors, guests, and
online bidders, and the hard work of numerous volunteers, the Royal
Evening raised $205,000 toward tuition assistance for CVCA. Now,
many families who were unsure whether a top-notch, Christ-honoring
education could be secured for their children can breathe easier because
of your kind support.
We are immensely grateful for the opportunity to hold this event in view of
the mandated closures of large gatherings in the wake of the virus outbreak.
To accommodate an unusual shift in the school’s 2019-2020 calendar, the
Royal Evening was scheduled several weeks earlier than usual this year. Had
the event been scheduled just one week later, there is a very real chance it
may have never happened. We are so thankful for God’s providence in this
regard, providing an opportunity for our community to celebrate His faithfulness together and build on our tuition assistance to aid CVCA families,
a need especially apparent now with the great needs around us.

Deepest thanks to our 2020 Royal Evening Title sponsor, Kingdom Title Solutions
MAY 2020 | THE TRUMPETER
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CLASS OF 2020

CELEBRATING OUR SENIORS

Traditionally, CVCA seniors end their last day of school with a joyful run through the school’s
hallways. As that was not possible this year, we planned a surprise to celebrate the Class of
2020 and help them commemorate such a big occasion. On Friday, May 8, the seniors’ last
day of online classes, our faculty and staff cheered the seniors and their families through a
car parade around campus. It was an event no one in attendance will ever forget. For a few
hours, the sadness and regret of an interrupted senior year was forgotten and everyone laughed
and celebrated together. We are proud of these students for their perseverance and optimism.
Congratulations, Class of 2020!

Check out a video of this special day on CVCA’s YouTube channel!
6

THE TRUMPETER | MAY 2020

CLASS OF 2020

Class of 2020 Royal Scholars
Congratulations to this year’s Royal Scholars – graduating seniors who have achieved
a GPA of at least 4.0 through their entire high school careers.

Skyler Aiken

Gabrielle Albrecht

Andryana Aristor

Camille Bosshard

Hannah Cochran

Madeline Critzer

Juliea Dworning

Emily Hansen

Matthew Hutt

Jack Hyatt

Erin Kim

Braydon Lazzara

Justin Luiza

Austin Mahajan

Jasmine Mathews

Emerson McSparran

Arden Millisor

Claire Mohler

Amber Nedelka

Lucas Nowosielski

Elise Pakiela

Isabella Payne

Branden Perelka

Jack Perrotta

Aaron Poth

Tim Prather

Graci Puhala

Andrew Schaeffer

Ian Schmikla

Isabelle Sparr

Emily Testa

Ethan Wang

David Weygandt

Austen Williams

Trey Williams

Josh Wodrich
MAY 2020 | THE TRUMPETER
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STUDENT
HONORS
CVCA ONLINE

Rising to the
Online Challenge

by Jordan Samsonas

CVCAONLINE
D I G I TA L C L A S S R O O M C O M M U N I T Y

I

n the early days of March, it became apparent that school
was about to undergo a significant change. We watched
intently as the Seattle School District decided to close. As
CVCA’s technology integrator, I followed this district closely
as they determined how they were going to make distance
learning happen for their students. Then, as districts across the
country shut their doors, the question shifted from whether
we would close to when we would close.
At that time, I was part of a team of teachers and administrators that was trying to determine what school would look like
and what tools we needed to do distance learning well. During
our meetings, I was constantly reminded of what a blessing it
is to work at CVCA. We worked through numerous issues and
charted a way forward together.
In the midst of this process, CVCA Online was conceptualized. We now had an idea of what distance learning would
look like. In the few days before the looming quarantine,
we had to prepare everyone – students and teachers – to
implement CVCA Online. It was a race to the finish. My
days were spent experimenting with technology in and out
of the classroom and then passing on what I learned to my
colleagues. Many of them were doing the same thing. We held
video conferences in our classrooms, experimented with new
types of assignments, and walked our students through new
procedures.
Our students left on a Friday. We devoted the next Monday to bringing the teaching staff up to speed on several key
technologies. When we said goodbye on Monday afternoon,
I couldn’t help but think how great it would be to have just
a few more days with both the teachers and students. I knew
our first week of CVCA Online would be challenging.
It was. So was the week after. Over time, however, we all
adjusted to the new normal. It wasn’t easy, but I do think that
the entire CVCA community rose to the challenge. Based
on my own readings and anecdotal experiences (largely with
neighbors who send their kids to other schools), my assessment is that we did distance learning well. I think I can speak
for nearly everyone, however, when I say that I hope to be
back to normal school in August!
Whatever the next school year may bring, I am grateful to
God to be part of such a God-exalting, hard working community. With His help, we will adjust to whatever “normal” looks
like in the fall – just like we did this spring.

“You lit the torch and took off running in the midst of unprecedented circumstances…
Thank you for quickly adapting to ensure our students have the best possible school experience
during some of the most unprecedented times we have seen.” – Lisa, 11th grade parent
8
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CVCA ONLINE

“We are so thankful for all the hard work the teachers and staff have put into this. My favorite part is when I
overhear teachers engaging with the kids about how they are doing, speaking truth into their lives, and praying
with and for them. And the teachers are so kind and joyful considering how hard they have had to work. “
– Chantel, 8th and 10th grade parent

“Persevering through adversity is easy to talk about but difficult to do, even when we are in Christ. Thanks for
pressing on and leaving a lasting impression on students and parents.” – John, 7th and 9th grade parent
MAY 2020 | THE TRUMPETER
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CVCA COMMUNITY

We are Thankful for You…
The Royals Community

O

ur administration has received many kind comments and expressions of gratitude from our CVCA family. The words “thank you” do not seem enough to
express our appreciation to everyone in the CVCA body who has adjusted and
adapted to this new form of school community.

In response to the many hardships caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, CVCA has created
a new resource to help CVCA
families in need. Those in
our community who are in a
position to bless others and
wish to help can do so by contributing to the new Families
to Families fund that will be
used exclusively to aid CVCA
families in need over the next
year. Donations to Families
to Families may be made
at cvcaroyals.org/giving.
(Please designate “Families
to Families” in the comments
section of the form.)

What a journey the last few weeks have been for our school, our families, our community, and our world. Recently someone shared that we have all been thrust into the
reality of change. Yet, while we walk through this experience, we are grateful we have a
God who does not change and remain hopeful in what He can do, and is doing, even
through this time in history.
The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Colossians, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience.” Over the last several weeks, we have been reminded of this verse and have
personally seen it put into practice. To watch our families display these actions has been
a great gift to many in our Royals community. We all know this is not what any of us
had planned. Yet, in the midst of this storm, and through the trials it brings, we have
observed God’s people caring in tangible ways through the challenges we’ve walked
together. There have been emails, phone calls, deliveries, handwritten notes, social media
posts, and so much more that have been given to express our thanks, concern, and
excitement for being part of CVCA.
Our chapel focus this year has been grounded in the book of Philippians. It is a blessing
to be part of a school family that has lived out the truth of Paul’s words in chapter 2,
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
As we press forward to closing out the school year, let’s continue this positive trend to
care well for our families. Finish strong!

“In the midst of this storm… we have observed
God’s people caring in tangible ways…”

Though Distant, We are Not Separated
We are sure that you, like so many others
in our CVCA community, have had to hold
tightly to your faith in recent weeks, to
cling to the promises in Scripture that
form the foundation of our beliefs – to
cling to God’s sovereignty, enduring love,
and epic kindness.
But you have. And in the midst of this
trying time, please know you are not
alone. Though distanced from each other,
we are not separated in our thoughts, in
our prayers, in our shared hopes.
Like you, teachers, administrators, and
students have faced an upheaval in their
routines, the suspension of sports and
10
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other spring festivities, and most painful
of all, the limitations on fellowship with
cherished friends and family.
Yet, we have watched in awe as the
CVCA community has moved forward in
the bold confidence that God will redeem
the challenge facing us for His glory and
for the strengthening of our students’
faith. And, as many of you would expect,
CVCA staff and teachers have stepped
up in remarkable ways to encourage and
train students in the midst of the crisis
at hand.
Outstanding parents. Dedicated staff
and teachers. Bright, hard-working and

courageous students. A community that
embraces a spirit of Christ-honoring
excellence. That’s why so many of us
have – and continue to – support this
incredible school. Cuyahoga Valley
Christian Academy will excel still more
(1 Thessalonians 4.10), whether in a crisis
or on your average day of school.
If you would like to encourage a specific
teacher or staff member by sending a
prayer or supportive note along to them,
you can do so by visiting CVCA’s staff
directory at www.cvcaroyals.org.

CVCA COMMUNITY

“I really enjoyed being a part of the
CVCA team reaching out to families
during this time.” – Melissa Keres,
Parent of 8th grader

“It has been great to connect and pray
for CVCA families. It’s such a great
reminder of what a loving community
CVCA is and how blessed we are to be
a part of it.” – Danielle Wilcox, Parent
of 7th and 8th graders

“As the mom of a senior student, it was
a blessing to call other senior parents to
reflect, encourage, and share what we’re
going through, together.” – Anne Volk,
Parent of senior

Caring Well for Each Other
Many may think that quarantining would limit interactions among CVCA families. But
the CVCA community is strong, and the pandemic could not prevent the impact of
meaningful connections at CVCA. Specifically, a group of parents and staff members have
reached out to CVCA families with multiple phone calls to check in and care. In addition
to mutual encouragement, family and personal prayer requests were often shared.
“In this unprecedented time of uncertainty and quarantine isolation, connection and the
human voice can be comforting and nurturing,” said Jennifer Meybaum, CVCA Development team member. “There is no better way to build relationships and show the heart
of the CVCA family than with a personal ministry touch.” Thank you to these parents
who utilized their time at home by connecting with CVCA families.

Dear friends, let us love
one another, for love
comes from God.
Everyone who loves has
been born of God and
knows God. 1 John 4:7

“	The CVCA community
is strong, and the
	pandemic could not
prevent the impact
of meaningful
connections at CVCA.”
“I believe this phone call ministry is important as it truly highlights our CVCA
community which is like a family. It is
a caring way we can ‘love one another’
and be a part of the body of Christ to
the CVCA family.” – Joanna Thelander,
Parent of 10th and 11th graders

“Calling families during the pandemic
has opened up avenues to share life
– some situations good, some not so
good. But regardless of the situation,
hearts have been connected and lives
shared.” – Marci Bucciarelli, Parent of
8th and 9th graders
MAY 2020 | THE TRUMPETER
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

What will you take out of this time?

A Message of Encouragement for CVCA’s Middle School Students
Dear Middle School Students,
I am confident when you started this year of middle school, you did not think you
would be ending it by trying to do all of your schoolwork at home. It seems we are
missing out on some of the best parts of school that happen each day. I know how
important your friends are in middle school and how much you miss seeing them
all each day. I know how difficult it is to try to stay engaged, organized, and focused
in this new online environment. I bet you never thought you would find yourself
so desperately wanting to be back at school as soon as possible. I know this is all
frustrating and difficult, but I want to tell you a couple things…

“ God will not
waste this
opportunity
to invest in
you. Do not
waste your
opportunity to
invest in Him.”

First, I am so proud of you!
You guys are killing it in the online
world. You show up, work hard,
and do your work each day, despite
what other kids from other schools
are doing. You continue to work
hard in difficult situations where you
have to help siblings, help parents,
and motivate yourself. I have loved
watching our middle school students
rise to the occasion in this new
setting and say that this is not going
to beat you! It is for those reasons
and more that I am so proud of each
of you.
Second, when all this is over and we
begin to return to normal, what will
you take out of it? What lessons will
you have learned? What new strengths will you have discovered? What issues will you
overcome? I would encourage each of you to look at yourself and ask, “What is God
teaching me in this time?” “What is He preparing me to do in my life?” God will not
waste this opportunity to invest in you. Don’t waste your opportunity to invest in Him.
Missing and look forward to seeing all of you,
Mr. Iannetta
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SCHOOLS OF DISTINCTION

Big Hearts in Business

W

hen the governor of Ohio
ordered the closure of
schools and CVCA Online
was born, SOBE’s (School of Business
and Entrepreneurship) activities and
curriculum took a serious hit as our
students had to close the three businesses
they run and operate and all of our
major year-end events were canceled.
This meant that the annual Marketing
Event competition and year-end investor
meeting that students build towards
and look forward to every year were
no longer on the table. Add this to the
unexpected cancellation of nearly every
extracurricular activity and school event,
and one can imagine how devastated our
students were.
However, rather than give up, our students were motivated by the enormous
suffering happening all around us from
the pandemic, and they wanted to do
something about it. With the disruption
of our curriculum, there was additional
time and resources available to try and
actually make this happen. After reviewing both resources and needs, our junior
and senior students presented propos-

by Eric Ling

als that they thought would make a
difference in the community. The SOBE
students voted to pour our resources into
meeting three distinct needs: feeding the
hungry, masking medical professionals,
and encouraging isolated senior citizens.
The students split into three teams to
develop an implementation plan, a
logistical network, benefiting partners,
and marketing materials. On April
28th our students launched their three
initiatives with the goal of donating 300
masks to “Mask Our Heroes” through
Akron Children’s Hospital, donating 300
meals to the Akron-Canton Regional
Food Bank, and delivering 300 letters
of support to residents at Anna Maria
of Aurora senior home. We called this
initiative, “SOBE Supports.”
In just a few weeks, SOBE Supports
had 192 volunteers. Together these
volunteers have so far donated (at the
time of publication) 453 masks to
medical professionals, 5,209 meals to
the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank,
and written and delivered 120 letters of
support to senior citizens at Anna Maria

of Aurora. We fully expect these numbers and the impact to continue to grow.
SOBE Supports has been an incredible
learning experience. The students
discovered that stepping towards those
who are suffering and offering practical
solutions can have an incredible impact
on the most disadvantaged in our
community. In addition, we have again
been reminded of the incredible heart
and generosity of the CVCA community
who have donated so much to these
efforts. Finally, and most importantly, we
have grown nearer to Christ as we seek
to live out Matthew 25:35: “For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink.”

MAY 2020 | THE TRUMPETER
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ROBOTICS

Royal Technic Robotics
Places Second in Nation

T

he challenge theme for this year’s
BEST (Boosting, Engineering,
Science & Technology) Robotics season was “Off the Grid,” based on
electricity and repairing the power grid –
including hanging power lines, installing
underground conduit and transformers,
and placing residential transformers on
their power poles.
After a season of learning, creativity, and
teamwork, the Royal Technic Robotics
team placed first in our region and
second in the nation! The team’s various
groups excelled in their categories and,
combined, led the team to victory. The
marketing team’s compelling presentation
received high praise from the judges and
a ranking of first in the nation.
Royal Technic competed in the BEST
Robotics competition at Grove City
College in October and the regional
championships in Denver in December.
The competition included a head-to-head
robot contest, marketing presentation,
engineering notebook, team exhibit, spirit and sportsmanship, and smaller components including website design, YouTube video creation, and t-shirt design.
CVCA’s team is made up of students in
grade 6-12. Alex Cook, a seventh grader
and top driver for the robotics team
commented, “Robotics challenges me to
find my place in such a diverse group of
students. The upperclassmen help show
me my strengths and weaknesses so I can
continue to develop on the team. Including all grades on the team is a good idea
because I have made so many high school
connections.” This school-wide inclusion
provides a built-in mentorship program
and longevity.

14
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The marketing team placed first in the
nation with a powerful presentation promoting the sale of the team’s robot, safety
for the men and women who service
power lines and repair them during times
of crisis, and the need for improvement
of the poles used to hang power lines.
The students who presented included
seniors Ethan Wang, Erin Kim; sophomores Sam Beckett, Samantha Pixler;
and 8th graders Nathan Heidinger, Will
Cook, and Cooper Bohrer. The judges stated they had never heard a better
presentation. When asked what led the
marketing team to victory, Sam Pixler
replied, “I believe the key to our success
was the extra time our coaches put in
with us. They gave us the feedback, tools,
and support we needed. That clearly
made a huge difference not only in how
we did during the presentation, but also
in how we did throughout the season.”
Samantha was also the spotter for sophomore Kate Oyster. She described her job
as the driver’s assistant. “If the driver can’t
see something, the spotter can sometimes
see it better and help the driver focus and
remain calm. Anything a driver needs,
a good spotter is willing to do, even if it
means tough love. A spotter is the driver’s
best friend, encourager, and biggest
fan.” The drivers and spotters competed
with the robot designed and built by the
team. Alex Cook shared, “I really enjoy
driving at competition. The pressure and
practice involved in driving a robot your
team made just adds to the experience of
driving.” The team’s robot had to com-

by Megan Oyster,
Robotics Coach and SOE
Community Liaison

plete challenges including hanging power
lines, installing underground conduit,
and placing transformers – completed on
a course simulating real challenges power
line men and women face every day.
Additional categories of the competition
included a technical document called an
engineering notebook which contained a
research paper written by sophomore Katrine Melika and a technical document
explaining the team’s efforts throughout
the season. To display the team’s efforts, the team created an exhibit which
included the team’s outreach, engineering
design process, and sponsors. Students
gave a 20-minute presentation in the
exhibit to three to four sets of judges over
a two-hour time period. Junior Ethan
Smith, presenter, driver, programmer,
and builder for the team explained, “Robotics has challenged me to step outside
of my comfort zone and try lots of new
things. I have learned to present well in
front of judges, and it has challenged
me to slow down and be more careful
with things (like robot part making and
programming).”
The team is hopeful for a new season
next fall and a new theme focusing on
the human heart called “Incision Decision.” Prior to the cancellation of school
in March, the team had been working on
their first Battle Bot with the intention of
competing in a Robobots (high school)
and a Junior Bots (middle school) competition that had to be postponed due to
the COVID-19 restrictions.

FINE ARTS

A Royal Theatre Year Like No Other

A

s we mark the end of another season for the Royal Theatre, we do so with great
sadness for things lost, but also with great joy because we know that the hard
work, long hours, and diligent practice were not in vain. We are all disappointed
that we did not reach our anticipated ‘finish line’ – that we did not make it to performance, but we believe that nothing God has called us to do is ever “wasted.”
Our students did the job and did it well. They were sweet, kind, and easy to work with.
They filled afternoons with laughter and joy. They rose to each challenge and exceeded all
expectations. We thank our cast, crew, and pit orchestra for being a part of this production, for sharing their lives with the Royal Theatre, and for loving each other. They
have shown their BEAUTY from the inside out. Although we will never see the finished
product as we anticipated, we still say to them – well done faithful servants of the Royal
Theatre and our Lord Jesus. We are giving you a standing ovation in our hearts.

by Denita King,
Royal Theatre Director

“…we believe
that nothing
God has called
us to do is ever
wasted.”

Our troupe was led by juniors Becca Bailey (Belle) and Zach Ortega (Beast) and seniors
Alec Hengsteler (Gaston), Ethan Hunter (Lumiere), Ian Schmickla (Cogsworth), and
Abigail Leonard (Mrs. Potts). The rest of the cast was made up of talented sixth through
twelfth grade students both experienced and new to the Royal Theatre. As a group they
would agree that the experience was filled with fun, excitement, stretching, and growing.
In the words of senior Alec Hengsteler, “The Royal Theatre has shown me that trying
something new and stepping out of my comfort zone can be an amazing thing. Thank
you for letting me be a part of your lives and enjoy all the memories beside you.” Zach
Ortega, who played the title role commented, “The Royal Theatre is one place where I
felt like I belonged. I felt rested doing something that I love with my friends, and am
happy to have been a part of it even if it doesn’t play out the way we thought it would.”
As we look back on this year, we do so remembering that in all things God is faithful.
This year, which was like no other, is no exception to that truth.
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ATHLETICS

The Building Hours
One of
the best
parts about
my job is
having the
opportunity to watch
our athletes
compete.
What
many may
not realize, though, is that “game day” is
just the culmination of hours and hours
of hard work that has gone on behind the
scenes to build up to the performance.
It is in these hours of building that God
often teaches us many things about ourselves and about who He is.

by Athletic Director Jon Young

I recently had the chance to share with
some of our student athletes and coaches
one of my favorite stories from scripture:
David and Goliath. I love this story for
the obvious reasons. Who doesn’t like
to hear about a shepherd boy taking
out one of the greatest hand-to-hand
combat warriors of all time – using only
a rock and a sling? However, one of the
forgotten parts of this story is the hours
and hours and months and months that
David spent building his skills during his
time tending the sheep out in the fields.
I am convinced David didn’t just get
lucky when he flung that rock from his
sling and hit Goliath between the eyes.
I’m certain that his accuracy came after

days of preparing in isolation – and probably boredom – while tending sheep in
the fields. Day after day, he built upon
his skills and improved his craft until one
day his hard work and discipline came to
light in a God-ordained moment.
The concept of “building” is dripping
right off the pages from this story. The
implications for us are real. During this
unforeseen, strange season, we have
time now to hone our craft, to love our
families better, to be more present, to improve as coaches, to be better parents…
the list goes on and on. The challenge
for us is to use this time well because we
know God has a plan for us in all of this.
Keep building!

“The challenge for us is to use this time well because
we know God has a plan for us in all of this.”

Winter 2019-2020 Celebrated Athletes
CVCA SENIOR ATHLETES
Boys Basketball Seniors:
Chris DeLucia
Christian Isaacs
Gavin Judge
Marc Smith
Austen Williams
Trey Williams
Girls Basketball Seniors:
Jackie Brighton
Cheer Seniors:
Shaniya Chapman
Shane Douglas
Aniyah Hart
Tressa Hindenlang
Mattie Marsilio
Amber Nedelka
Sam Nitzel
Tim Prather
Natilea Schaffner
Kiara Walton
Hockey Seniors:
Adam Dietrich
Dylan Ferrari
Stephen Griffith
Jack Perrotta
Michael Raymer
Swimming Seniors:
Maddie Stimson
Cole Sullivan
Russell Volk
Josh Wodrich
16
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Wrestling Seniors:
Matt Holman
Matt Williams

CVCA HONORED ATHLETES

State Qualifiers:
Josh Wodrich – Swimming (6th, 100 Back)
Matt Williams – Wrestling
Kyle Snider – Wrestling
Austin Pownall – Wrestling (alternate)
All-State 3rd Team:
Gia Casalinova – Girls Basketball
All-State Honorable Mention:
Nina Shaffer – Girls Basketball
District Qualifiers:
Josh Wodrich – Swimming
Russell Volk – Swimming
Jacob Wodrich – Swimming
Logan Campbell – Swimming
Luke Slabaugh – Diving
Matt Williams – Wrestling
Austin Pownall – Wrestling
Kyle Snider – Wrestling
Anthony Perez – Wrestling
Braden Hahlen – Wrestling
TJ Sarkiewicz – Wrestling
Caden Scarbrough – Wrestling
Alex Stout – Bowling
All-District 1st Team:
Gia Casalinova – Girls Basketball
Nina Shaffer – Girls Basketball

All-District Honorable Mention:
Sydnie Pearce – Girls Basketball
Kylie Bettinger – Girls Basketball
Austen Williams – Boys Basketball
Carter Scott – Boys Basketball
Trey Williams – Boys Basketball
Principals’ Athletic Conference 1st Team:
Austen Williams – Boys Basketball
Carter Scott – Boys Basketball
Gia Casalinova – Girls Basketball
Sydnie Pearce – Girls Basketball
Nina Shaffer – Girls Basketball
Owen Nelson – Wrestling
Anthony Perez – Wrestling
Matt Williams – Wrestling
Caden Scarbrough – Wrestling
Kyle Snider – Wrestling
Principals’ Athletic Conference Honorable Mention:
Trey Williams – Boys Basketball
Kylie Bettinger – Girls Basketball
Austin Pownall – Wrestling
Greater Cleveland High School Hockey League
2nd Team:
Jack Perrotta
Greater Cleveland HighSchool Hockey League
Honorable Mention:
JT Nichols
Greater Summit County Bowling League 1st Team:
Jackie Budrevich
Greater Summit County Bowling League 2nd Team:
Sam Cox

ATHLETICS

u The CVCA Boys Basketball
Team competed hard all season
long. They finished the year 17-7
and were runners-up in the
Principals’ Athletic Conference.
uu After 17 seasons, Jay
Peters has stepped down as head
boys basketball coach. Thank you
Coach and the Peters family for all
you have done for the Royals!

q Ten seniors led this winter’s Cheer
Squad, bringing great energy night in
and night out. Each year, they take their
lifts, stunts, and half-time performances
to the next level.

p 2019-20 was truly a season to remember for the
Girls Basketball Team. They set a new school record
for wins (22), won their first PAC-7 championship, and
finished as District Runner-up.
q The 2019-20 Wrestling season was cut short
before the State Tournament. Matt Williams and Kyle
Snider were set to represent CVCA in Columbus and
Austin Pownall was a state alternate. It was a difficult
end to all the hard work put in by the team this year.

q The Girls Bowling Team finished the season with a 12-4

record, earning a runner-up finish at the conference tournament and ending the year with some of their best scores.

p Senior Josh Wodrich returned
to the podium at the State Swim
Championship, placing 6th in the
100 Backstroke with a new school
and personal record of :52.83.
q The Hockey Team battled through the 2019-20 season. Adversity came
by way of injuries, but the Royals never backed down. The season was highlighted by a trip to Canada and a strong showing there.

t The Boys

Bowling Team
mixed new and returning players for
a terrific season.
They placed 2nd
at the conference
tournament,
and Alex Stout
became the first
CVCA boy to compete at the District
Tournament.
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ALUMNI NEWS OF CUYAHOGA VALLEY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

The Lasting Impact of our Teachers
Earlier this year I was flipping
through various yearbooks from
my time at CVCA. I laughed
and reminisced about all the
memories made in such a short
time. Pages that specifically
caught my eye were those of my
teachers. I sat back and pondered
all of the individuals who taught
and mentored me. Many still
teach here today. I was struck
with the overwhelming realization of how much these teachers
cared for me. I was not top of my class, and surely wasn’t the
easiest student; nevertheless, I can recall countless times when
many teachers showed me Christ’s love. Whether it was through
Connections, classes, or the Schools of Distinctions, there was
always someone praying for me or asking how I was doing.
As a high-schooler, that is hugely impactful. I am incredibly
thankful for my relationships with my former teachers. As I
have mentioned before, it is because of a few specific teachers
that I find myself fully in a relationship with Christ today.

by Connor Blatchford ’13,
Alumni Coordinator

When I tell CVCA teachers that a former student is reaching
out to them, it brings nothing but pure joy. Though time has
taken us all on separate paths, I encourage you to reach out to
a teacher that may have had a positive influence on your life.
If you do not know how to contact them, I can provide ways
for you to reach out!
School was never the easiest for me, but when I look back, my
heart is overwhelmed at how Christ used my teachers to pour
into my life and truly make an everlasting impact.

Reach out for Prayer or Updates

During times like these, it can be helpful to talk to someone.
I am always available to chat over email or phone with any
prayer requests you may have. We are a community and I
count it a privilege to pray for each of you.
In addition, if you have any updates on your life that you wish
to share, whether it be a new marriage, exciting new addition to
the family, or simply how the Lord has impacted your life since
graduating, you can email me at cblatchford@cvcaroyals.org.

Making His Mark on the CVCA Campus
Adam Ladouceur ’07 shared a little about the journey that brought him back to
CVCA as the architect of our new field house.
“I transferred to CVCA for my junior and senior years of high school, and I consider it a crossroads in my life. CVCA helped foster my spiritual growth as well as
made me develop higher expectations for my life. My teachers and classmates were
powerful influences on my development into a godly man.
After my time at CVCA, I attended Kent State University and earned Bachelor’s
and Master’s Degrees in Architecture. During my sophomore year, I joined the
Army Reserve and served for six years. My spiritual journey continued in college as
I was involved in Cru, an on-campus Christian ministry. It was at Cru that I met
my wife, Taylor, and we now have two sons, Jacob (5) and Mitchell (2). We also
have two German Shepherds, Molly and Julius.
Since graduating from Kent State, I have worked in the architecture field throughout Northeast Ohio and have now been with Sol Harris/Day Architecture for
Adam in front of the new Royals Field House
nearly four years. It has been such a positive experience where I have met great
people, and our firm feels like a second family. Shortly after I started with Sol Harris/Day, CVCA became a client of the firm.
Since I am an alumnus, I became involved in the visioning and design. It has been wonderful to reconnect with such a significant
part of my past and to use my professional skills to design projects that will help Educate and Cultivate Servants for Christ!”
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Alumni on the Front Lines
We talked to a few alumni on the front lines about what life has
been like dealing with a pandemic and how being a believer has
impacted their work. We thank all of the medical workers for
their hard word and dedication during these difficult times.
Joel Rayl ’09 – Teaching Hospitalist, Summa Health, Akron
Joel graduated in 2009
from CVCA and now
works as a Teaching Hospitalist at Summa Health
in Akron. He and his
wife, Amy-Kaye, have two
children and live in Akron.
Joel shared with us how the
Lord has led him through
CVCA and his current experience dealing with this pandemic in
the medical field. Following are excerpts from our interview:
How did CVCA impact your life?
Joel grew up in the church and both his parents met and graduated from CVCA. Joel writes, “being at CVCA was almost like a
second home.” Having older brothers there allowed him to get
involved throughout his whole childhood. Talking about why
CVCA was so impactful on his life, Joel says, “The teachers
genuinely care about your spiritual well being.” It was these
teachers that helped Joel cultivate his relationship with Christ.
He continues, “CVCA is not just a private school. That is what
people don’t get. They actually care about the one thing that
truly matters. In light of eternity, they know that this life is
finite. What matters long term is that you are going to be in
the Kingdom. That was really palpable to me after I left.”
Tell me about the cards you saw at the hospital from CVCA students.
“A current CVCA student, Moyin Majekodunmi, and her sibling
(Lana) wrote encouragement cards to the hospital. I walked into
the physicians’ lounge one day where all of the physician staff
regularly visit. Posted prominently on the bulletin board were
two cards. Moyin wrote the words of Psalm 121:1-2, “I lift up
my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come from? My
help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” They
really challenged me to be bold in my faith and encouraged me to
continue to find my help in the Lord despite difficult times. I am
very proud to be a CVCA alum.”
What made you want to enter the medical field?
“Early on, it attracted me because my grandfather was a pediatrician, and I really liked academia.” Since then, that aspect has
changed. He says, “My motivation is different. People come to
work because they think it is their duty; I come to work knowing
there are people who do not know Christ.” That is the most stimulating aspect of Joel’s occupation. He remarks, “I really enjoy
walking with people through hard and vulnerable times, and I get
the opportunity to share Christ amidst some of these avenues.”
How can we pray for you and others in the medical field?
“I think the biggest request would be for opportunities to share

the light of Christ, not just by doing nice things, but taking the
opportunity to make Christ known to others.” Joel mentions
this is a very difficult time in a field filled with anxiety, fear, and
an overwhelming sense of unknown. Believers in this area need
strength and courage to continue to spread the love of Christ.
Rachel (Coyne) Mathoslah ’10 –
Registered Nurse, Cleveland Clinic
Rachel writes about her experience
on the front lines: “In the midst of
much uncertainty and challenge,
my patients look to me to be a voice
of reason and of confidence. I’ve
been challenged to find the balance
of new protocols and existing in
the “new normal” in healthcare
while maintaining compassion and advocacy for the patients I’m
responsible for. As a believer, I’ve been challenged more than ever
to overwhelm my mind and heart with the truth of Scripture – so
that when this job starts to wear down and overwhelm, when political and personal opinions swarm me, when fear wants to creep
in – God’s voice is the loudest thing I hear.”
Kathy (Jones) Parker ’86 –
Registered Nurse, Summa Health,
Akron City Hospital
Kathy shared: “I work on 7-West
at Akron City Hospital, which is a
respiratory med-surg floor. We are
one of three units designated for
COVID-only patients. It has been a
strange time, but with my awesome
coworkers, we have managed to
make a scary and stressful situation a perfect example of ‘when
the going gets tough, the tough get going!’
With a shortage of PPE and other supplies, our leadership and
the community have managed to make the resources cover our
needs. We are grateful for Ford Motor Company sending isolation
gowns, for the wonderful ladies sewing masks and caps for us,
and for staff from other departments who have moved to other
positions to assist us and help keep us safe. Who knew that masks
and caps would become a fun way to accessorize our scrubs?!
It has been discouraging to get pay and vacation day cuts due to
the changing staffing needs, hard to wear claustrophobic masks
all day, and it has been scary… BUT, we have all come together
to help each other and to work safely while providing awesome
care to our patients. The scariness has dissipated as the weeks have
passed, though the anxiety is still under the surface, wondering at
the end of each shift if I did everything correctly to prevent that
invisible enemy from getting into my system.
Thank you to all who have prayed for us, the essential workers!
We certainly appreciate it and ask for your continued support.”
MAY 2020 | THE TRUMPETER
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Class Notes:
1991

Julianna (Fletcher) Gurley
’91 writes: Hey CVCA! It
has been almost 30 years
since I graduated! After
marrying my college (Taylor
University) sweetheart, Joel,
and having three kids, I’m
writing now with an update.

God is faithful! Dr. Roger
Taylor (my favorite CVCA
teacher and headmaster)
always encouraged me in
my music and I have sought
to follow his advice. I have
served for over 20 years in
the local church leading
worship, helped plant four
churches, and have recorded
two solo worship CDs. After
writing and performing our
CVCA 1991 senior class
song at graduation, I went
on to write several original
songs, including Song Select’s
Top 10 New worship song
for 2017 entitled, God is Real.

In 2019, my husband Joel
and I followed our dream
and opened our own business
in Charleston, South
Carolina, Premier Medical
Walk-In Clinic. After years
of spiritual investment and
influence at CVCA by Pastor
Joe Coffey (CVCA chaplain)
and regular CVCA chapel
speaker Allistair Begg, Joel
and I try to walk out the
purposes of God in our
lives. I am deeply thankful
for CVCA, for Christian
education, for all the teachers
and high school memories
that I experienced.
Go Royals!

2001

Nathan Hudson ’01 and his
wife, Robin, are celebrating
the October 2019 birth of
their fourth child, Caroline
Corrie. Older siblings
(Noah, 6; Zachary, 4; and
Audra, 2) are taking the new

A Year of Opportunities, Moves, and Additions
This past year was quite
the journey and full of
blessings for David
Sundet ’06 and his family!
David and Lily started
2019 in Texas where David
had been a police officer
for four years and Lily
was five months pregnant
and enjoying work as a
pharmacy technician. They were looking forward to the
birth of their baby girl, enjoying their local church family,
and seeing what God had in store for them in Killeen,
Texas. But God had bigger plans for them this year…
After seven years of waiting, David was hired as a Special
Agent for the DEA. David and Lily decided to accept this
new career path and prepared for lots of life changes. They
packed up their apartment, said goodbye to their Texas
family and friends, and moved to Streetsboro, Ohio, to be
with David’s parents.
David began his new law enforcement career working in
the Cleveland District Office, with the understanding he
would have to go to Quantico, Virgina for four months of
academic and physical training while Lily was able to stay
at home and prepare for the baby’s arrival.
On April 20, 2019, Sophia Esther Sundet was born. Grandma and Grandpa Sundet were able to be at the hospital and
see their first precious grandchild moments after birth.
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One week later, David reported to Quantico, Virginia.
During David’s absence, Lily was a full-time stay-at-home
mother and grateful to have her in-laws close by to help
with Sophia. David was able to come home for Memorial
Day and 4th of July weekends, but remained in Virginia
until graduation in late August. Lily and Sophia attended
David’s graduation, and all were happy to be together again.
David continued to work with the Cleveland DEA Heroin
Enforcement Group for two more months until the whole
family was transferred to the Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Resident Office.
Lily and David are now first-time homeowners and
enjoying the small town of Montrose, South Dakota with
Sophia and their two American Brittany pups. They moved
to South Dakota just at the start of pheasant season, so
David and the dogs have been getting their exercise every
weekend, enjoying the vast amounts of public hunting land
accessible in that state.
David is enjoying his new work place, and Lily was hired as
a pharmacy technician for HyVee. She had worked for the
company for nine years previously and was thrilled to be
there again.
David and Lily have found a fantastic place to worship
at Harvest Church in Sioux Falls, and are enjoying the
messages and building new friendships.

ECHOES
addition well and already
planning future adventures.
Nathan is enjoying his fourth
year as a professor in the
Physics Department at East
Carolina University. They
enjoy trips back to Ohio to
see family and friends.

My “Next Step” Led to California
Morgan (Wells) Jarus ’10 shared: “After graduating
Magna Cum Laude from the University of Kentucky with
my bachelor’s degree in journalism, I struggled with the
decision to pursue graduate school or join the workforce.
For six months, I prayed that God would make my
next steps ABUNDANTLY clear: I needed the sign in
Broadway lights, as subtlety has never been my forte.

2004

LT Newland ’04 and Audra
welcomed the birth of
their first child, LeRoy Tate
Newland V, on April 14,

2020. LT has been teaching
Bible at CVCA for 12 years,
and Audra works at BBS &
Associates.

2007

Matti (Pribanick) Kopcsik
’07 and Josh Kopcsik ’07
welcomed their daughter
Olivia Kopcsik on October

15, 2019. They write: “We
are so incredibly blessed! We
love her so much already!
Having a child of your own
truly paints a picture of
Christ’s love for us!”

I was visiting an old friend from college who was living
in San Francisco and working for Sutter Health, one of
the nation’s largest healthcare systems. My trip happened
to be scheduled during a symposium in which every CEO of Sutter’s affiliate hospitals
attended. In a room of 300 people, I sat next to the CEO of a small rural hospital in Lake
County, California. During a conversation about her poodle, she mentioned that the
hospital had an open position for public relations and needed someone who could write. It
was the night of my 23rd birthday. She arranged an interview for me, but the hospital was
two hours north of San Francisco. I wasn’t old enough to rent a car, so I used a car sharing
app to rent a Corolla from a sketchy wine importer.
Eight weeks later, I was unpacking a U-Haul in Lakeport, California. I moved to the small
town of 5,000 people with only my dog and cat in tow. I knew it was the right decision,
and have enjoyed life in NorCal’s best kept secret ever since. As is common in small towns,
eligible bachelorettes become a public commodity; I was set up on a date with my nowhusband in late 2017. We married on August 18, 2018, and Becca (Stover) Hoffman ’10
was my matron of honor. She also designed and assembled the gorgeous flowers for my
wedding.
I’ve moved into a management role at the hospital while I pursue my master’s degree in
both Business and Healthcare Administration. In my spare time, I sit in the sunshine with
my pet chickens and a cold glass of iced tea, enjoying the country life.”

child, Leo Lawrence Ramey,
in November 2019. David
teaches seventh grade History
at CVCA, and Lauren is
working part-time as an
athletic trainer and physical
therapist assistant at the
Cleveland Clinic.
15, 2020. He is perfectly
healthy and deeply loved.

2012

Renee Ormond ’12 married
Joe Cornilius in Akron in
August 2019. Renee writes,
“Joe grew up in New Jersey
and we met through the
swim team at Messiah
College. Bridesmaids
included: Matron of Honor

David Ramey ’10 and
Lauren welcomed their first

2010

Elizabeth (Emerson) Nussen ’10 and her husband,
Nicholas, have been blessed
with a second son. William
Eliot was born on February
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Kelly (Ormond) Suplit ’11
and Rachel Truthan ’12.
We currently live in Lititz,
Pennsylvania. I am working
as a dietitian at a bariatric
surgery office. Joe is in the
police academy and will
start with the Lancaster City
Police Department in July.”

2013

Hannah Robinson ’13
married Andrew Truax

on October 12, 2019 at
Grace Baptist Church in
Kent, Ohio. They live in St.
Petersburg, Florida where
Andrew is a flight instructor
at St. Pete International
Airport. Hannah is currently
nannying and has her
teaching degree.
Jessica Wise ’13 married
Andy Johnson on October

18, 2019. In the wedding
party were CVCA alumni
Christopher Wise ’16 and
Lauren Fishel ’14. Jessica
and Andy met at church
camp where, during the
summer, Andy served as
a dean and Jessica as a
volunteer. Andy is the youth
minister at Amazing Grace
Christian Church in Grove
City, Ohio, and Jessica
22
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is a high school English
teacher at Fairfield Christian
Academy in Lancaster, Ohio.
They live in Columbus, Ohio.
Katelyn Hess ’13 and
Joseph Haver ’13 were
married at Northampton
Bible Church on December
28, 2019. They now reside
in Phoenix, Arizona where
Joe teaches Science and
Katie works as an RN. There
were a number of CVCA
alumni in the wedding party.
Groomsmen included Joe’s
brother, Rob Haver, Matt
Hess ’09, Antonio DiBiasio
’13, James Fishel ’13,
and Jake Sziraky ’13 (not
pictured). Abby (Zerull)
Longshore ’13 was Matron
of Honor; other bridesmaids
were Jenny Haver and
Melissa Haver (sister and
sister-in-law of Joe) and
Yibo Zhang, Katie’s college
roommate.

Katelyn Hess ’13/Joseph Haver ’13 Wedding

Caroline Rybka ’14 Wedding

2014

Caroline Rybka ’14
married Bryan Wedding on
December 29, 2018. Her
Maid of Honor was her
sister Laura Rybka ’12, and
bridesmaids included cousins
Tiffany (Rybka) Butler
’13 and Christy Rybka
’15, lifelong friend Mikaela
Monteith ’13, and CVCA
friend and college roommate,
Beka Russell ’14.
Caroline’s junior attendants
were her cousins Rachel
Petschke ’22 and Joshua
Petschke ’24. Her brothers,
Lance Rybka ’18 and
William Rybka ’21 served as
groomsmen. Caroline’s uncle,
Michael Rybka ’83,

James Coyne ’14 Wedding

officiated the ceremony.
Caroline’s parents, Larry
Rybka ’80 and Wendy
(Vogel) Rybka ’86, also
graduated from CVCA.
Bryan is a CPA with Price
Waterhouse Cooper out of
their Cleveland office, and
Caroline teaches first grade at
Heritage Classical Academy
in Peninsula. They make
their home in Bath.

James Coyne ’14 married
Marisa Wise on September
1, 2019 at Michael Angelo’s
Winery in Richfield, Ohio.
There were many CVCA
alumni in the wedding
party, including Jonathon
Mathoslah ’09 and Rachel
(Coyne) Mathoslah ’10,
Joe Peticca ’10, and Mark
Miller ’14.

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! Contact alumni@cvcaroyals.org with alumni
news and suggestions for The Echoes. Please include graduation year(s) and maiden
names. Photos should be the highest resolution possible and submitted as email attachments or mailed as hard copies. The Trumpeter reserves the right to edit alumni news for
clarity, appropriateness, and space limitations.

IN A TIME SUCH AS THIS…

We are
committed to
redeeming
this time.

Our campus is closed, but there is a flurry of activity happening within CVCA virtually every day.
As you consider the community you’d like to be a part of, we invite you to EXPERIENCE CVCA –
to meet parents, students, faculty, and alumni, and to see what makes us so unique.
We would also love to introduce you to CVCA’s response to this pandemic – CVCA ONLINE.
Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy is committed to redeeming this time, and will not waste it.
See how we have continued to educate and cultivate students even now… in a time such as this.
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Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy
4687 Wyoga Lake Road
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44224
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On February 12, 2020,
CVCA held its first Winter
Social. The evening was a
great success enjoyed by all!

