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Joyfully celebrating the gifts God has 
given and the work He is doing! Thank 
you students, parents, grandparents, 
faculty/staff, volunteers, and friends!  



Joy to the world, the Lord has come…

While I tend to cringe at those that start their Christmas playlist before Thanksgiving, 
I never get tired of that Gospel-centered carol that reminds of where true JOY originates!

Joy to the world indeed!

These days it’s easy to get joy and happiness intertwined and their definitions blend 
together! There is no explicit difference between happiness and joy. Both involve the 
emotions, both are pleasurable feelings, and both are mentioned in Scripture in passages 
that equate the two.

A dictionary definition of happiness is “a state of well-being; a pleasurable or satisfying 
experience.” A definition of the word rejoice, related to the word joy, is “to feel great delight; to be glad.” Depending on the 
translation, the Bible uses the words happy and happiness about 30 times, while joy and rejoice appear over 300 times.

So while the two words are intertwined, for me JOY is so much more. Happiness seems quick, fading, based on external cir-
cumstances, and focuses on pleasing the person. Joy warms the heart, lasts longer, sees bigger, and overcomes our daily grind. 

JOY to the world, the Lord has come. 

As you feel and see His great joyous gift this season, let’s celebrate together what He has done in and through the community 
of CVCA. I am overwhelmed with JOY to see His fingerprints all over our students and our families as we journey together 
this first semester. That He would choose us to be His ambassadors, as we strive to educate and cultivate servants for Christ, 
creates such a deep, heart warming joy in all of our hearts here at the school. Our only response is gratefulness and humility. 

Please enJOY this edition of The Trumpeter. As you walk through the pages, we hope you will find great JOY from what He 
is doing in our lives. 

JOY – Indeed!
         All to Him I owe,
  

         Jason Spodnik ’88
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MAY THE GOD OF HOPE FILL YOU WITH ALL JOY AND PEACE AS YOU TRUST IN HIM,

SO THAT YOU MAY OVERFLOW WITH HOPE BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

ROMANS 15:13
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 In This Issue:

Joy to the World!The Joy of Serving: Summer after summer dozens of CVCA alumni and high school students 
can be found ministering to young kids on the grounds of Camp Carl. We are thankful for their 
hearts of service and commitment to sharing God’s love. Find out what our alumni are up to in 
The Echoes on page 18.

The Joy of Family: In September, our 
precious grandparents visited campus. 
Learn more on page 8.

The Joy of Laughter: The Royal Theatre charmed 
audiences this fall with two western comedies. Read 
all about them on page 12.

The Joy of
Community: The 
Student Ministries 
team loves our 
students and is 
always available to 
listen and counsel. 
Learn more on 
page 10.
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For a few moments, let’s consider 
the remarkable progress made – 
and the opportunities afforded to 

the CVCA community – through the 
Excel Still More (ESM) campaign. In 
less than a year from its launch, CVCA’s 
Development team, alongside a core of 
remarkably generous givers (and a host 
of earnest prayer warriors) have made 
extraordinary progress toward raising 
the funding necessary to complete 
CVCA’s brand new field house and fine 
arts renovations.

The construction phase of ESM is 
now cruising along on its targeted 
timetable. By May, the tall stretches of 
wall currently visible behind CVCA’s 
middle school entrance will have grown 
into an enclosed field house, featuring 
three practice courts for basketball and 
volleyball, netting for batting cages, a 
three-lane track encircling the courts, 
a section of fan bleachers, a wrestling 
practice facility, and modern sound 
equipment for hosting community 
events at the new venue.

CVCA’s athletics are about to take a 
giant leap forward! With this dedicated 
field house, the growing number of 
students benefiting from CVCA sports 
programs will no longer need to vie for 
gym time at the break of dawn or into 
the late evening hours. Furthermore, 
winter and spring sports programs will 
enjoy a broader season, undeterred by 
punishing seasonal weather conditions. 
And with a large facility at our disposal 
outside of athletic hours, ministries 
aligned with CVCA’s mission and 
community will now enjoy new space to 
host events that advance God’s kingdom 
in northeast Ohio.

And that’s not even the end of the 
story! Before the last paint dries on 
CVCA’s field house, a whole new phase 
of the Excel Still More campaign fires 
up – the fine arts renovations to what 
is currently the “small gym” and our 
Anne Tell Chapel. The ESM blueprints 
include roughly 100 new seats in 
CVCA’s Chapel, updates to furnishings 
in our auditorium, and the construction 
of sizable practice rooms for choirs, 
bands, and theatre crews. Additionally, 
the thriving visual media programs 
offered through CVCA will soon be 
housed in brand new classrooms, fitted 
for video and graphic design work. 

By the start of next school year, CVCA’s 
athletics and fine arts programs will
 

embark on an exciting mission – to fill 
these new facilities with singing, danc-
ing, conditioning, coaching, teaching, 
designing, directing, instrument-play-
ing, set-building, point-scoring, celebra-
tory-cheering and sincere worshiping 
with Christ-honoring excellence. 

We are thrilled to see how God’s plans 
and providence will soon furnish the 
CVCA community with increased 
opportunities for cultivating young 
men and women through our fantastic 
athletic and artistic programs. Please 
celebrate with us God’s faithfulness in 
bringing the Excel Still More campaign 
from prayerful vision to pencil on paper 
and finally to brick and mortar in an 
astonishing short window of time!  

Prayerful Vision…to Brick and Mortar 

CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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“We are thrilled to see how God’s plans and 
providence will soon furnish the CVCA

community with increased opportunities for 
cultivating young men and women…”

CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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SUPPORTING CVCA

Falling on December 3 this 
year, #GivingTuesday 2019 
at CVCA became an end-
of-the-calendar-year giving 
party for the whole CVCA 
community. Spurred on by 
a generous matching gift 

of $50,000 from faithful CVCA friends, everyone who knows and loves CVCA was 
encouraged to give his or her first Christmas gift of 2019 to CVCA.

Adding to the festive Christmas gift theme of #GivingTuesday, students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and parents were invited to wear an ugly Christmas sweater to school on 
December 3 or post a photo on social media to join in the excitement. The school was 
filled with Christmas cookies, hot cocoa, and Christmas sweater contests. Students 
were also invited to write thank you notes and post them on a large gratitude wall.

More exciting than the day’s festivities was the constant outpouring of generous gifts 
to CVCA online and by check. The impact of those gifts will reach far beyond the 
#GivingTuesday celebration as they translate into more students’ hearts and minds 
being transformed through a CVCA education and experience. 

Thank you to the many people who gave their first Christmas gift of 2019 to CVCA!

Make an impact for the students of CVCA 
while you do your weekly shopping at 
participating stores. Simply register with 
these programs and a portion of your 
purchase is donated to CVCA. 

AmazonSmile 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support CVCA every time 
you shop online, at no cost to you. Select 
CVCA at smile.amazon.com and begin 
each shopping experience at that site for 
0.5% of eligible purchases to support our 
school. 

Heinen’s Tasteful Rewards 
Every time you shop and use your 
Heinen’s Preferred Card, up to 1% of your 
total amount purchased will be donated 
to CVCA. Past participants must re-select 
CVCA each new school year. Designate 
your rewards to CVCA by logging in 
to heinensrewards.com, visiting the Cus-
tomer Service desk at any Heinen’s store, 
or calling 855-475-2300, ext. 2337.  

Giant Eagle Apples for the Students
Register once at GiantEagle.com/AFTS
or by phone at 800-553-2324 and 

provide CVCA’s School ID #0250. Each 
time your Giant Eagle Advantage Card is 
scanned, you earn funds for CVCA.  

Box Tops for Education 
Simply find Box Tops on hundreds of 
food items you already buy, clip them 
from each package, and bring them to 
the Front Office at CVCA. Each Box Top 
is worth ten cents, which helps support 
CVCA’s Art Club. Send your Box Tops to 
CVCA’s Main Office, Attn: Karin McSpar-
ran, Art Teacher, 4687 Wyoga Lake Road, 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224.

Shop–Earn–Make an Impact

#GivingTuesday was the start of the Christmas and end-of-the-year giving season at 
CVCA. If you would like to make a heartfelt gift to Kingdom impact at CVCA, you can 
easily give online at cvcaroyals.org/giving or send a check to CVCA. Thank you in 
advance for your generous, joyful giving. You are enriching the CVCA experience for 
students with each gift. If you have any questions, please contact Patti Zaubi at 
pzaubi@cvcaroyals.org or 330-929-0575, ext. 331.

Thank you! Due to 
the generosity of the 

CVCA community, over 
$100,000 was raised on 
#GivingTuesday to help 

provide a CVCA education 
for more students. 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” by Dr. 
Seuss, has gained much popu-
larity for graduates; however, I 

believe its title might banner our jour-
ney with Christ as well. Over the past 
four years, the places our Father allowed 
my husband and me to rest and refresh 
were unforeseen and unexpected; yet, 
we experienced great joy and abundant 
blessing through our obedience to Him. 

In early spring of 2016 (my 15th year 
of teaching at CVCA), my husband 
was offered a new position requiring 
relocation. Seeking God’s face, wise 
counsel, and through much discus-
sion, we believed His answer was “go.” 
Though stepping out in faith magnifies 
the unknown, His presence and His 
confirmation provides His peace. Paul 
instructs in Philippians 4:6, “Do not be 
anxious for anything…” Not until shar-
ing one evening, about the difficulty of 
this undertaking for many reasons, did 
we realize the Lord had given this same 
passage to us both. 

God permits uncomfortable seasons to 
increase our capacity to trust Him, to 

deepen our roots in Him, 
and to burgeon fresh faith 
anew. In November of 
2018, we experienced an-
other one of those “places 
you’ll go” moments – an-
other new offer; however, 
this one required returning 
to Ohio. Shocked! We were 
only 18 months into a 
three-to-five-year com-
mitment. Consistent in 
protocol and holding on to 
Philippians 4:6, we came 
to know the answer – “go.” 
Excited to return to Ohio? Absolutely! 
Looking forward to details of another 
move? No! Trusting God? Fully! 

How impeccable God’s timing: our 
youngest was accepted to graduate 
school in Ohio; we became grandpar-
ents to twin granddaughters (middle 
child); our oldest began traveling for 
work and needed a “check on things” 
from time to time. The geographical gap 
in our family was shrinking. Unex-
pectedly, the Lord extended an oppor-
tunity for my return to CVCA but in 

a different capacity – serving on the 
Board of Trustees. Articulation has yet 
to be grasped at how humbled I am. His 
plan is perfect and unique to each; His 
requirement is our obedience. 

Having navigated this season by squeez-
ing God’s hand for dear life and trusting 
Him to not let us go, this journey 
has been sweet, bathed in prayer, and 
resulting in unspeakable joy. Charles 
Spurgeon wrote, “When joy and prayer 
are married, their first born child is 
gratitude.” As we continue to cover our 
journey with prayer, our hearts are filled 
with immense joy for this place where 
He has permitted our feet to rest again, 
and from a posture of gratitude we will 
continue to serve Him.

My Journey Back to CVCA by Cyndi Holmes

OUR COMMUNITY

“ …this journey has been sweet, bathed in 
prayer, and resulting in unspeakable joy.”

J O I N  U S  I N  C E L E B R A T I N G  G O D ’ S  F A I T H F U L N E S S

21st
ANNUAL

TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED, VISIT CVCAROYALS.ORG/ROYAL-EVENING

MARCH 7
2020 

mailto:pzaubi@cvcaroyals.org


The Joys of Middle School
by Scott Iannetta, CVCA Middle School Principal

As we approach the halfway mark of 
another school year, there is so much to 
be thankful for and so much to be excited 

about for the future. Now into the second year of 
our comprehensive sixth to eighth grade middle 
school program, our numbers continue to grow, 
with the largest seventh and eighth grades in over 
a decade. Students are thriving in the separate 
dedicated middle school section of the school 
while still benefiting from the intentional interac-
tions of high schoolers in mentor-like relationships. The students continue to benefit 
from our C7 Experiences, which engage them in “outside the box” learning experiences 
such as learning about rock formations in the national park or a workshop on creativ-
ity in worship – all to develop important Christ-centered skills like critical thinking, 
curiosity, collaboration, creativity, compassion, and communication. 

Our middle school students also have 
many opportunities to be active after 
school. Whether their interests are in 
the fine arts or athletics, there is much 
to choose from. Students are blessed 
with club opportunities such as Art or 
Robotics, a middle school play, and 
many middle school athletic teams. 

Our middle school is growing in both opportunities AND number of students! The 
Excel Still More campaign will provide new and additional space for our middle school 
students. We will be able to enjoy an improved middle school kitchen, providing more 
dining options; new expanded fine arts spaces; and the field house that will provide a 
larger court and seating area for our basketball and volleyball games and much needed 
practice space. 

As you can see, 
there is so much 
already this year 
to be thankful 
for, and yet there 
are some very 
exciting things on 
the horizon that 
have us filled with 
JOY about the 
future and what 
God has for the 
middle school and 
CVCA.
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STUDENT HONORS MIDDLE SCHOOL

This fall CVCA grandparents were invited to take a one-of-a-kind sneak peek into the 
daily life of their grandchildren by attending a “Back to School” event at the school. 
Sharing morning pastries over a one-on-one interview questionnaire started the 
day with some laughs as grandparents and their grandchildren learned more about 
one another. Touring grandchildren’s classrooms, greeting teachers, and attending a 
special program that included a hymn sing, highlighted the day-to-day Bible-based 
academic life of CVCA students. The event created memories for the grandparents 
and the students that will last far longer than that morning. Grandparents Day at 
CVCA was again one of the days with the most smiles on campus this school year. 

A Special Day with our Grandparents

CVCA GRANDPARENTS CLUB
A great way for grandparents to connect meaningfully to CVCA is through Grandparents Club. Generous financial gifts of any 
amount given through Grandparents Club enrich the academic, athletic, and extracurricular opportunities for your grandchildren. 
Receiving a dedicated grandparent e-newsletter with school happenings, hearing about special grandparent ministry oppor-
tunities, and receiving thank you gifts make this club a one-of-a-kind program. For more information about Grandparents Club, 
please contact Jennifer Meybaum at jmeybaum@cvcaroyals.org.

“Attending Grandparents Day was wonderful! John and 
I are so grateful that our grandson has the opportunity to 
be a sixth grade student at CVCA. We enjoyed visiting his 
classes and meeting his teachers. For me there are so many 
layers of memories: as a CVCA alumna, parent, and now 
grandparent. Such a blessing to return to a place that feels 
like home.” – Andrea Andrick King ’80

Our Middle School 
Student Ministries 
Team is Growing! 
Louisa Neumann joined our Mid-
dle School SMO (Student Ministries 
Office) this fall. Louisa comes to us 
from the other side of the pond, 
as she grew up in Surrey, England 
(south of London) and moved 
to Hudson, Ohio in 2010. She 
studied for her bachelor’s degree in 
Management at University in Lan-
cashire and later gained a Masters 
in Youth Work from Oxford Brooks 
University.

Louisa has spent more than 15 
years in youth ministry, enjoying 
work at churches on either side of 
the Atlantic. She loves hanging out 
with middle school girls and jour-
neying the highs and lows of life 
with them while always pointing 
girls to Jesus.

A while back Louisa enjoyed a 
year interning at West Yellowstone 
Community Church in Montana 
where she met her husband Aaron. 
They married in 2005 and now 
have two little girls, Jessica and 
Amelia. In her spare time she is a 
ski instructor and will be advising 
the CVCA Ski Club.

When you get to know
Louisa, you can’t help but see her 
love for Jesus and for students. 
This, combined with her natural 
desire to cultivate servants for 
Christ, are a great fit with our 
Student Ministries Team.

“The things that give me the 
most joy about CVCA are the 

teachers and all the great 
things I have gotten to do.”
– Colt Jurovcik, 6th grade

“We enjoy middle school at CVCA because the 
many activities that we do are influential in meet-

ing new people and making new friendships.”
– Amber McClintock and Keziah Reid, 8th grade

GRANDPARENTS DAY
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STUDENT MINISTRIES
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Resonate is a three-day CVCA tradition 
where students listen to a guest speaker 
and partake in worship. The main theme 
of the sermons challenges students to 
apply what they have learned to their life, 
and through it, to encourage friends and 
family as well. 
 
Our speakers this session were Kelly and 
Peter Worrall, Professors at Moody Bible 
Institute. Their message was that there are two paths in life. The first one they called 
“Dead Man Walking,” which is described as bondage of sin. These paths are made by 
people even when they do not realize it. The other path is “Walking with God.” By 
accepting His gift, we are forgiven and tasked to do good works for God’s kingdom. 

The last day of Resonate was on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, which the Lord taught 
with great authority. After hearing Mr. Worrall read the passage, the question was 
posed: Who or what are authorities in our lives? It could be our peers…music…the 
media… We, as a student body, are fortunate to have this Resonate tradition that 
opens our eyes to what is true of God through His Word and the experiences of others. 

RESONATE: Exploring God’s Truths  by Jenna Brown ’20CVCA is dedicated to student care and cultivating servants for Christ. While 
this happens in a variety of venues – from the classroom, to athletic sites, or 
the stage – one area you may not know about is the Student Ministries Office, 

also known as the SMO. This Student Ministries team was started over 15 years ago 
as the result of the school Chaplain realizing that as enrollment increased, so did the 
needs of our students and families. Weekly chapels, annual mission trips, Connec-
tions groups, local community outreach, peer mentoring, one-on-one discipleship, 
and Bible studies are all avenues that our Student Ministries team uses to care for our 
students’ needs. 

Another unique aspect of the SMO can best be described as “a ministry of availabili-
ty,” meaning the Student Ministries staff have been intentionally given room in their 
schedule to meet the needs of students. The SMO is a place where any student or 
parent can come and talk to an adult about any situation (whether big or seemingly 
small) and receive Biblical advice.

High school students are invited to visit the upstairs of the Learning Commons to 
meet the team developing the spiritual life and culture here at CVCA. Our High 
School Student Ministries team includes:

• LT Newland, Director of Student Ministries – lnewland@cvcaroyals.org
• Chrisi Thompson, Coordinator of Girls Ministry – cthompson@cvcaroyals.org
• Jacob Piland – jpiland@cvcaroyals.org

To further address the needs of our ever-growing school, CVCA has added to its Mid-
dle School Student Ministries team. Intentional to walk beside students during their 
middle school years, this team is passionate about discipleship and student care:

• Zach Churchill – zchurchill@cvcaroyals.org
• Louisa Neumann – lnewmann@cvcaroyals.org

THE SMO
Caring for our

Students’ Needs

“ I look forward to 
Resonate each year. 
For me, it gives me 
three days to focus 
on my personal 
relationship with 
Christ. This week 
gave me the oppor-
tunity to re-eval-
uate where I am 
and refocus on that 
relationship.”
– Christian Isaacs ’20

“Resonate reminded me that as a follower of Christ, my worldview should be
completely different from the rest of the world. A Christian worldview shouldn’t just answer the 

question of God’s existence, but should influence things as mundane as the music I listen to and my 
attitude in math class.” – Jasmine Mathews ’20

When asked how he would describe the 
Student Ministries Office, CVCA senior 
Jaxon Bernkopf said, “The Student Min-
istries Office is valuable to the culture at 
CVCA because it allows students to find 
the help and guidance they need when 
they’re going through tough times. Having 
a Christian teacher that you can go to and 
talk about life with is something that is so 
essential to our school.”

Alumnus Aaron Reuben ’11 recalls, 
“The SMO was pivotal in my life; encour-
aging me and fostering growth and my 
desire to disciple others. I got to see what 
discipleship looked like first hand.”

“ I have loved getting 
to know the SMO 
staff. I know that 
they are always 
there for me and 
genuinely care how 
I’m doing.”
– Emma O’Connor ’21

Meet the Student Ministries Team

“ The SMO is the place 
to go if you ever need 
advice, someone to talk 
to, or a kind word! Our 
friends love to hang 
out there!”

– Courtney Mauck ’21

LT Newland – High School Chrisi Thompson – High School Jacob Piland – High School

Zach Churchill – Middle School Louisa Neumann – Middle School



The four seniors in That’s My Cousin 
left a few words behind about what the 
Royal Theatre has meant to them:

Abigail Leonard: “The Royal Theatre is 
a very unique opportunity for students 
at CVCA, and I am grateful to be part 
of it. I am also very grateful to everyone 
who has given us their support.”

Simon Meyer: “While I would be lying 
to say that theatre is not time-consum-
ing or tedious, I would argue that the 
memories and relationships I have made 
have more than made up for that fact; 
and I would not trade my Royal Theatre 
years for the world.” 

Daniel Pope: “When I first joined the 
Royal Theatre, I hardly had any acting 
experience before in my life. Though I 
had practiced singing, acting was very 
distant to me. During my first produc-

tion, Singin’ in the Rain, I was able to 
experience the Royal Theatre and see 
what it really is. I began to see that it’s 
more than a place where we can act 
and sing on stage, but also a commu-
nity where we use our talents for God’s 
glory. That was three years ago. Now I 
am honored to be part of my first play, 
where I can once again experience the 
thrills and challenges of this program. 
Thanks to the encouragement of my fel-
low actors and the great directors, I have 
seen improvement in myself and also in 
my peers. It’s been cool to see this im-
provement develop over the years. I’m 
really excited about where the program 
goes for the rest of this year, and for the 
years to come.” 

Luke Sidle: “The Royal Theatre to me 
is a family; we are all dysfunctional at 
points, but we are all there for each oth-
er, and we love what we do together. It 

is something that is special to my heart 
because it has created a lot of memories, 
both good and bad. It is so amazing 
to be a part of something so beautiful 
and God-honoring that I want it to be 
forever in my memory.”
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This year’s Royal Theatre fall play 
began with the middle school 
opener, The Paper Bag Bandit 

Rides Again. The western comedy was 
filled with a talented middle school cast 
trying to answer the question, “Who 
is the paper bag bandit?” The middle 
school play then rolled right into the 
high school performance of That’s My 
Cousin. These hilarious comedies, per-
formed on November 15 and 16, were 
beautifully executed by the cast, direc-
tors, set crew, tech crew, producer, glam 
squad, and everyone else who assisted. 

That’s My Cousin take place on The Ura-
nium Dude Ranch. Kitty Drake, played 
by Emily Folger, inherits the ranch and 
is trying her best to dig up customers, 
keep them entertained, and pay her 
loan payment. Along the way, she meets 
Carleton Up De Graff (Isaac Simpson), 
the local banker’s son. He has taken a 
certain liking to Kitty, and co-signs the 
loan that Kitty took out from the bank. 

Kitty’s cousin, Adele Warren (Anna-
belle Wilford) and her friend Laura 
Hunter (Hannah Van Drunen), arrive 
to help Kitty with her ranch. Not long 
after they appear, the ranch’s first few 
guests also arrive: Jane Arnold (Talia 
Westerfield), Mary Cooper (Jackie 
Budrevich), and Helen Kruger (Kate 
Oyster). The three young girls arrive at 
the prospect of mining uranium. 

Next, Harriet Baker (Mikayla Kamm) 
from Hunting, Texas, arrives looking for 
a rich husband with her geiger counter 
made for rating men – to help her find 
the perfect husband. When Mr. Bram-
well Up De Graff (Daniel Pope) comes 
home from a trip, he confronts Kitty for 
“using her feminine wiles” to get Car-
leton to co-sign the loan. When famous 
actress, Tullina La Gallimore (Abigail 
Leonard), her director Kent Tyler (Zach 
Ortgea), and her two helpers (Cameron 
DeCarlo and Simon Meyer) arrive, 
more trouble accompanies them. 

It was a very entertaining 
and hilarious evening, 

and a delight to see our 
student-actors at work! 

The Royal Theatre Heads
to the Wild West by Annabelle Wilford ’22

FINE ARTS

Middle School Cast of
The Paper Bag Bandit Rides Again

High School Cast of
That’s My Cousin

FINE ARTS



ALL-STATE
1st Team:
Drennan Akins – Cross Country
Chris DeLucia – Boys Soccer

2nd Team:
Emily Hansen – Girls Soccer

ALL-DISTRICT
Coach of the Year: 
Dan Larlham – Football (Division IV)

1st Team:
Michael Bevington – Football
Jack Bova – Football
Dylan Hall – Football
Kyle Snider – Football
Nina Shaffer – Girls Golf
Caden Scarbrough – Boys Golf
Payton Fraley – Girls Soccer
Emily Hansen – Girls Soccer
Chris DeLucia – Boys Soccer
Justin Luiza – Boys Soccer

2nd Team:
Mason Henry – Boys Golf
Abigail Van Drunen – Girls Soccer
Tim Prather – Boys Soccer
Zach Zemanski – Boys Soccer

Honorable Mention:
Bryce Kightlinger – Football
JT Nichols – Football
Austen Williams – Football
Coryn Hegele – Girls Golf
Aiden Cannone – Boys Golf
Andrew Hendrickx – Boys Golf
Maddi Critzer – Girls Soccer
Erin Venus – Girls Soccer
Sheila Zimmerer – Girls Soccer
Aiden Eck – Boys Soccer
Jackson Iannetta – Boys Soccer
Matt Schumacher – Boys Soccer

PRINCIPALS’ ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
Coach of the Year: 
Jon Bucciarelli – Boys Golf
George Hallis – Girls Cross Country
Courtney Wagner – Girls Soccer

Player of the Year: 
Caden Scarbrough – Boys Golf
Riley Nickol – Volleyball

1st Team:
Maddie Critzer – Girls Soccer
Isabella Payne – Girls Cross Country
Anna Ripple – Girls Cross Country
Drennan Akins – Boys Cross Country
Andrew Schaeffer – Boys Cross Country

Michael Bevington – Football
Jack Bova – Football
Dylan Hall – Football
Kyle Snider – Football
Breslin Walker – Football
Blake Bolinski – Boys Golf
Aiden Cannone – Boys Golf
Andrew Hendrickx – Boys Golf
Mason Henry – Boys Golf 
Caden Scarbrough – Boys Golf
Payton Fraley – Girls Soccer
Emily Hansen – Girls Soccer
Abigail Van Drunen – Girls Soccer
Jon DeLucia – Boys Soccer
Carson Reske – Boys Soccer
Jackson Sullivan – Boys Soccer
Riley Nickol – Volleyball

Honorable Mention:
Mary Bell – Girls Cross Country
Jenna Brown – Girls Cross Country
Natalie Majcher – Girls Cross Country
Niko Andamasaris – Boys Cross Country
David DiBlasi – Football
Austen Williams – Football
Gabe Emery – Boys Golf
Addy Carlson – Girls Soccer
Sheila Zimmerer – Girls Soccer
Ethan Crecco – Boys Soccer
Evan Schmikla – Boys Soccer
Maleah Gibbons – Volleyball

Cheerleading:
Aniyah Hart
Tressa Hindenlang
Mattie Marsilio
Anna McLaughlin
Graci Puhala

Girls Cross Country:
Mary Bell
Jenna Brown
Isabella Payne

Boys Cross Country:
Andrew Schaeffer

Football:
Peyton Beebe
Jaxson Bernkopf
Nick Cory
David DiBlasi
Shane Douglas
Dylan Hall
Christian Isaacs
Alec Nicoletti
Lucas Nowosielski
Andre’ Price, Jr.
Breslin Walker
Austen Williams
Steve Yahsnik

Girls Golf:
Grace Estoker

Girls Soccer:
Julianne Arnold
Camille Bosshard
Jackie Brighton
Addy Carlson
Maddie Critzer
Anna Eck
Emily Hansen
Lorena Hernandez
Kendra Houk
Coco Miller
Syd Olson
Abigail Van Drunen

Boys Soccer:
JD Byerly
Chris DeLucia
Alec Hengsteler
Matthew Hutt
Jack Hyatt
Jackson Iannetta
Braydon Lazzara
Justin Luiza
Branden Perelka
Tim Prather
Russell Volk

Girls Tennis:
Jadelyn Lambert
Arden Millisor

Volleyball:
Alysa Berkes
Sarah Bradford
Jenna DiBlasi
Lauren McNeil
Riley Nickol

Fall 2019 Honored Athletes and Coaches

2019 Fall Senior Athletes

As I was walking through the Tim 
Beyerle Memorial Gymnasium 
recently, I couldn’t hide the 

emotion I was feeling. After years of 
wanting to upgrade our facility, it was 
amazing to actually see the finished 
product. 

Looking around at all of the renovations 
and new stuff in our gym was incredibly 
gratifying to me and many others who 
desired to see improvements to this very 
public part of our school. To describe 
myself as happy in that moment would 
be an understatement. Whether it is the 
new gym floor, the new bleachers, or the 
new wall pads, our gymnasium looks 
like a completely different space. 

I would also like to note how extremely 
grateful we are to all of the donors who 
made this happen! 

On this same day I was in the gym, I 
observed our basketball team practic-
ing. While the team was working on a 
drill, I could see great joy on the faces 
of our athletes as they worked hard to 
get better. It seems the beginning of a 
new season always brings great joy and 
excitement! 

At that moment, I was reminded of 
the principle that there is a difference 
between joy and happiness. A men-
tor of mine once shared with me that 
difference: Happiness is fleeting, while 

joy is eternal. Happiness is created in 
the mind, while joy overflows from the 
heart. Happiness comes from selfish, 
human desires, while joy comes from 
eternal, divine desires. Lastly, happiness 
is sought for our own pleasure, while 
joy is the reward for good character and 
choices. 

As an athletic department, I am con-
vinced now more than ever that we 
need to pursue joy over happiness! Paul 
says in Philippians 4:4 that we are to 
“Rejoice in the Lord always!” May we all 
continue to pursue joy in our lives as we 
seek to honor Him in all we say and do. 
We have much to be joyful for! 
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Pursuing Joy Over Happiness by Athletic Director Jon Young

“As an athletic department, I am
convinced now more than ever that we 

need to pursue joy over happiness!” 

ATHLETICS
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u Emily Hansen ’20 received 
2nd Team All-State honors. 

uu The Girls Soccer pro-
gram won its third straight 

PAC-7 Championship this 
season. The Royals went 10-0 in 
conference play and advanced 

to district play. 

tt Despite low numbers, the 
Girls Golf Team put together a solid 
season. Nina Shaffer ’23 (1st Team) 
and Coryn Hegele ’21 (Honorable 
Mention) earned All-District honors. 

t This year’s Boys Cross Country 
squad came together to make one 
of the best teams in program history. 
Full of servant leaders, the team com-
bined love, sacrifice, and on-course 
success for a memorable year.

p Courtney Wager, CVCA Girls 
Soccer Coach, was named PAC-7 
Coach of the Year.

q Boys Golf Coach, Jon Bucciarelli, 
was named PAC-7 Coach of the Year 
and Caden Scarbrough ’21 was 
named Player of the Year.

t Our CVCA Cheer program 
continues to set the standard for 
school spirit. Each Friday night 
featured a theme, and the girls 
created run-through banners to 
match. Their enthusiasm for the 
Royals is unmatched.

p Drennan Akins ’22 received 
Boys Cross Country All-Ohio 
honors.p The Boys Golf Team swept its way to a PAC-7 Championship 

with a perfect 12-0 record and 1st place tournament finish. They 
also advanced to the district tournament where they placed 5th.

u CVCA’s Girls Cross Country 
program has won the PAC-7

Championship each year the
Royals have been a member. CVCA 

joined the conference in 2000.
An impressive day led to the girls 
securing their 19th straight title!

uu Girls Cross Country Coach, 
George Hallis, was named 

PAC-7 Coach of the Year. 

p The 2019 CVCA Football season will be marked by the first playoff 
win (40-8 over Salem) and the first home playoff game in program history. 
An outstanding season on the field is only a part of the football team’s 
mission as they strive to make an eternal impact in and out of football.

p Another impressive 
season and another 
district title for CVCA 
Boys Soccer. The boys 
claimed their 19th 
District Championship 
and also went unde-
feated (11-0) at Royals 
Stadium.

t Chris DeLucia ’20, 
received1st Team All-
State honors for his out-
standing performance 
on the soccer field.

p With a tough schedule on the slate, the CVCA 
Volleyball girls knew they had to bring their best each 
night. The girls fought through various adversities and 

finished the season 12-12 and 3rd place in the PAC-7.

u Riley Nickol ’20, a leader on the Girls Volleyball 
team, was named PAC-7 Player of the Year.

uu The Girls Tennis team battled hard through a 
season of ups and downs. Nine of the Royals’ twenty 

contests were decided by one match. The girls will pull 
the positive momentum into the offseason and 2020.

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS
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I was absolutely privileged to talk with Larry Dunlap ’88 
over the phone regarding an amazing ministry in the small 
city of Cactus, Texas. But before we dive deeper into the 
countless areas where this ministry is changing the lives of 
so many individuals for Christ, I thought it would be bene-
ficial to see what brought Larry to this location. 

Upon graduation 
from CVCA, Larry 
went to Mount 
Vernon Nazarene 
University where he 
met his wife, Lorie, 
and studied The-
ology and Biblical 
Language. After this 
college experience, 
he pursued his 
Masters in Divinity 
in Kansas City. Just 

a few years later, while Larry was in seminary, the Lord 
led him to a pastoral role in a small church in Gunn City, 
Missouri. The city had a population of 65, and the church 
family consisted of about 25 members. Although this is not 
where Larry thought he would be, he was eager to serve 
the Lord wherever he was called. After years of serving in 
various other pastoral roles throughout the country and 
completing his doctorate in Jackson, Mississippi, God 
called Larry and his family to a church in west Texas called 
Valleyview Church of the Nazarene. Larry told me that 
this information about his past is very important because 
it accurately reflects how God brought him to places of 
service at exactly the perfect time, and that continues to be 
the case even now. 

Not a few years later, Cactus Nazarene Ministries began. 
In 2007, while Larry was the lead pastor at Valleyview, he 
received a visit from a gentleman named Arnolfo Rodas. 
He came to Larry and explained about a city called Cactus 
that had been horribly impacted by a recent tornado. Larry 
decided to go with Arnolfo to visit this town and see if 
there was any way they could serve this area. 

When they arrived, Larry described the city as completely 
destroyed by the tornado. Houses were in ruins, and people 
were helplessly trying to rebuild where they once called 
home. Larry and Arnolfo visited some of the residents and 
prayed over the families. Since the city predominantly 
spoke Spanish, Arnolfo was there to help translate. Larry 
recounted one specific occasion when Arnolfo was speaking 
with a lady as she broke down in tears. Larry asked Arnolfo 
what he told her. Arnolfo replied that he said they were 

going to help this city. Larry knew this was another place 
God was calling him to serve, and so he did!

Cactus is a city with around 4,000 people and 26 different 
nationalities. Though there are language, cultural, and 
religious differences, Larry truly believed the Lord was 
calling him to show the love of Christ through supporting 
the people living here. After a period of time, Larry and the 
members of Valleyview Church took the opportunity to 
pray with various families and provide supplies to aid in the 
relief of the horrible damage the tornado had caused. 

Since then, the Cactus ministry has continued to grow! 
They have had help from various families and the complete 
support of the West Texas District Church of the Naza-
rene. The Lord has worked in many lives in this city and, 
through recent church plants, the love of Christ has been 
spread. Larry never would have thought he would be in-
teracting with the small city of Cactus, Texas; but the Lord 
had a plan from the beginning, and his desire is to follow 
where He leads. 

This ministry has laid a foundation for many things: new 
church plants, a family health center, immigration services 
and classes, English as a Second Language classes, and con-
tinual community engagement. Larry mentioned that The 
Well Health Center opened in January of 2019, and they 
have ministered to over 300 patients as of September. In 
addition, their immigration office has helped 119 individu-
als become US citizens!

One thing Larry continued to remark upon throughout our 
conversation was the power of Christ’s love. They did not 
have every resource to offer this city, but the one thing they 
could give was the love of Christ. It is because of this that 
lives have been impacted for eternity. Larry remarked how 
the faithfulness of their church family and friends, with the 
guidance of the Lord, has made a tremendous impact. If 
you would like to learn more about how the Lord is mov-
ing in this city, check out their website at cnmstories.org. 

Cactus Ministry: The Power of Christ’s Love  by Connor Blatchford ’13ECHOES
ALUMNI NEWS OF CUYAHOGA VALLEY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

About three weeks ago, I 
walked up to the Student 
Ministries Office, aka, the 
SMO, and sat down in 
front of my former teacher, 
mentor, great friend, and 
amazing Bible teacher here at 

CVCA. It was the end of the school day, and we were recapping 
the week and talking about plans for the weekend and what 
we were looking forward to in the days to come. It was simply 
good-quality small talk. Interestingly, after about five minutes, 
we started diving into deeper topics. He asked me questions 
about my heart and how I was doing personally. He listened to 
me and offered such encouraging advice. It was at this moment 
that I paused to think about how thankful I am that he actually 
cares about me. He has walked with me through my many ups 
and downs in life and was even the one to officiate my wed-
ding. The Lord so graciously put him in my life, and his care 
has meant the world to me. This all started because he was a 
teacher that cared. 

For all the CVCA alumni reading this, I want you to know that 
my care for you is true and continuous. It is rare to have such 
rich relationships with people, and in this day and age, most 
personal friendships do not extend further than a social media 
account. I want you to know that it is a JOY to get to know 
each of you and to hear about your amazing journeys. CVCA 
continues to grow and change in so many amazing ways, and 
we want you to always feel welcomed back. We cherish who 
you are, and I would love to get to know you better. 

If you ever want to share your story, need prayer in certain ar-
eas, or simply want to talk, please reach out to me. I would love 
to listen! My email is cblatchford@cvcaroyals.org.

Updated Contact Information
I know that updating your contact information is not the most 
exciting thing in the world; but if we are all honest, I am sure 
a lot of alumni parents would admit they’d rather not receive 
four Trumpeters in the mail only to then send them to their 
appropriate homes. If you give me your updated information, 
I can cut out the middleman and get one amazingly fun 
Trumpeter straight to your door!

All jokes aside, I would love to hear where the Lord has taken 
you on your journey! I know life takes us all over the world, 
and I want to be able to celebrate with you every step of the 
way. If you simply go to cvcaroyals.org/alumni/alumni-con-
tact/ you can update us on all the great news that comes with 
changes like marriage, a new home, a little baby, or simply a 
new job. All news is news we want to hear!

Teacher Features
Looking forward to future Alumni Newsletters, we are going 
to be releasing various “Teacher Features” that will give you an 
in-depth view into the faculty here at CVCA. Some of the faces 
may be familiar and some may be brand new to you. These 
teachers truly have a love and concern for their students, and 
this is a unique opportunity to see how the Lord has led them 
to CVCA. Look for our first “Teacher Feature” in this month’s 
Alumni Newsletter.

A Few Words from Alumni
Coordinator, Connor Blatchford ’13
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Class of 1973:
Terri (Rolik) Dalsky ’73 is helping lead the Class of 1973’s 50th reunion 
committee as they prepare for an array of get-togethers over the next 
few years. They have been hard at work the past year planning:

1. The Ultimate Planning Party, proposed for the fall of 2020

2.  Friends of The Class of 1973 Blast From The Past Party II, scheduled 
for 2023

3. The 2023 50th Reunion!

Stay tuned for further details. If this is your class, you can reach out to 
Terri at tljd@aol.com for more information!

Class of 1980:
Andrea (Andrick) King ’80 is helping plan the Class of 1980’s 40th 
reunion. Reserve July 11, 2020 for the reunion activities at the Fairlawn 
Country Club. More details to follow.

Learn more on our Facebook page – CVCA Class of 1980 or contact Bev 
Berringer Bragwell at beverlyssalon@aol.com.

Do you have a class reunion year coming up?
To start planning a reunion, contact Connor Blatchford

at cblatchford@cvcaroyals.org.

CLASS REUNIONS
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loves that her primary job is 
at home with the girls. Big 
sister Catherine (2 years-old) 
now joyfully boasts of her 
beautiful sister, Josephine, 
who was born this past July. 

2012
Nicole (Gardner) Patterson 
’12 married Joshua Patterson 

on April 20, 2019. They live 
in Akron, Ohio where Nicole 
works at Metropolitan Vet-
erinary Hospital as a Surgery 
Assistant and Josh works in 
cable installation. 

2013
Josh Chung ’13 was married 
to Lizzy Chang on June 22, 

2019. They met at Messiah 
College while they were serv-
ing on the same leadership 
team together. Josh writes: “ I 
have spent the last two years 
working at Boyd County 
High School in Kentucky 
teaching Chemistry while 
I live in Huntington, West 
Virginia. At the same time, 
my wife has been work-
ing at the Army Corps of 
Engineers.” He also 
mentions that he 
is taking a year off 
from teaching in or-
der to write a book 
and volunteer with a 
local ministry called 
ReBuild. Josh and 

Lizzy serve together to help 
people in the area rebuilding 
the community. 

Natalie (Silk) Murphy ’13 
was married to Mark Mur-

phy on June 29, 2019 and 
currently lives in Stow, Ohio. 
Natalie teaches 8th grade 
Science and coaches middle 
school soccer at CVCA. 
Mark is a software engineer 
for a company in Hudson 
and is also the Director of a 
non-profit in Akron called 
FullyEquipped. Bethany 

(Miller) Ortlip ’13 was a 
reader in the wedding cere-
mony, and Emily (Herston) 
Planz ’13 and Christine 
(Najjar) Hippli ’13 were in 
the wedding party.

2017
Josiah Bogue ’17 married 
Sara (Piccioni) Bogue ’17 
on April 7, 2019. Their 
wedding party included 
Jamie (Piccioni) Garcia ’07, 
Lauren (Piccioni) Pasto-
ria ’11, Matthew Piccioni 
’12, and Issac Bogue ’19. 

Josiah mentioned that he, 
his wife, and several CVCA 
alumni have recently released 
an original worship album 
of five songs. Alumni who 
helped with collaboration 
were Caleb Lichty ’15, Ben 
Reitinger ’17, Clint Kitchen 
’16, Hannah (Kreider) 
Reed ’17, and Jono Sommer 
’19. All proceeds benefit 
Restore Addiction Recovery, 
a Christ-centered opioid 
recovery center opening in 
Summit County. 

Olivia Hunter ’17 got 
engaged to Ben Jarvis on 

August 30, 2019! They will 
get married in April of 2020. 
Olivia writes: “Ben and I 
plan to live in Birmingham, 
Alabama. We will both grad-
uate next December. I am 
graduating with a Bachelors 
in Ministerial Leadership and 
Worship Leadership from 
Southeastern University and 
Highlands College and Ben 
with a Bachelors in Finance 
from Mississippi College.

Cullen Westerfield ’17 mar-

ried Jaclyn Knight on June 
22, 2019. Though Jaclyn did 
not attend CVCA, both have 
fond memories of the CVCA 
community and much of 
their wedding party consisted 
of fellow alumni. Brides-
maids included: Matron of 
Honor, Kelly (Ormond) 
Suplit ’11, Maid of Honor 
Renee (Ormond) Cornelius 
’12, Mikayla Veness ’17, 
Alyssa Sharp ’19, and Talia 
Westerfield ’21. The groom’s 
side included Best Man, 
Manny Salem ’17, Andrew 
Kuzma ’17, Ryan Baxter 
’17, Brendon Watters ’17, 
and Ben Held ’17. Cullen 
and Jaclyn now live in Fort 
Worth, Texas where he is 
studying Neuroscience at 
TCU, and Jaclyn is further-
ing her culinary career.

2019
CVCA Presence at 2019 
Gordon College Graduation:

Collin Surface ’15, grad-
uated Summa Cum Laude 
from Gordon College in 
2019. He was blessed to have 
several CVCA alumni present 
at his celebration. From left 
to right: Matt Horth ’06, 
currently head coach for the 
Gordon Men’s Soccer Team; 
Kellen Kasiguran ’09, 
Assistant Men’s Soccer 
Coach at Gordon; Alayna 
Heim ’25, Collin’s sister; 

Kristian 
Kasiguran ’11, 
Gordon 2015 
grad; and Ben 
Gradert ’14,
Gordon 2018 
grad.

ECHOES
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2004
Dr. Kristen Karasek ’04 has 
a B.S.B.A. (Geneva College) 
and an M.B.A., M.Ed., 
Ed.D. (The University of 
Akron). She writes: “I 
defended my dissertation, 
“Exploring the Impact of 
Bridge Program Participation 
on Students’ Sense of Belong-
ing,” in 2018 at The Univer-
sity of Akron. I continue to 
serve as Director of Bridge 
Programs and Educational 
Partnerships, overseeing 
university pathways in South 
Carolina, specifically the 
nationally renowned Bridge 
to Clemson program.”

2005
Brent Trowbridge ’05 and 
his wife, Sitha, share: Brent 
and Sitha married in Indo-
nesia on June 27,2015 and 
moved to America in De-
cember 2017. Brent writes, 
“God has blessed us with a 
baby boy named John Adriel 

Trowbridge on May 16, 
2019.” They now currently 
live in Kent, Ohio.

Caleb and Kaelie (Kasig-
uran) Eernisse ’05 are 
celebrating the birth of their 
third child! They write: “We 

welcomed our daughter, 
Quincy Elizabeth on Octo-
ber 5. Her two big brothers 
(Silas, 5 and Hadley, 3) are 
excited to have her in the 
family. Everyone’s doing well. 
We are grateful to the Lord 
for the gift of Quincy and for 
our CVCA community.”

2006
Brendan Haggerty ’06 was 
selected as one of the “30 for 
the Future” leaders who are 

making a difference in Akron 
through service and commu-
nity investment. The Greater 
Akron Chamber of Com-
merce honored him for his 
work as the executive director 
of Legacies of Success, a 
Christian community devel-
opment corporation that re-
habs houses in Akron’s North 
Hill neighborhood to create 
homeownership opportuni-
ties for low-income families. 
Legacies of Success has host-
ed the CVCA baseball team 
and the Diakonos student 
service group on past projects 
and is scheduled to host a 
group of CVCA students for 
Mterm this March. Learn 
how you can get involved at 
legaciesofsuccess.org.

2008
Blake Berkey ’08 married 
Alex Lewis on September 7, 
2019. He writes: “We live in 
Houston, Texas with both 

of us working as corporate 
attorneys at major law firms. 
We met in law school, grew 
through long-distance for 
a few years, and are now 
excited to start life together. 
We pray God will help us be 
a faithful presence for Him in 
our work, with our friends, 
and in our community. We 
are very blessed!”

2010
Jacob Risma ’10 and his 
family at his graduation from 

the Special Tactics Training 
Squadron, a rigorous 2.5-year 
training program. The family 
now lives in North Carolina 
where Jacob works in Air 
Force Special Operations 
conducting combat missions 
providing air-to-ground in-
tegration, special reconnais-
sance, and combat search and 
rescue. Jessica continues to 
serve as a Public Affairs Of-
ficer in the AF Reserves, but 

Class Notes:

Serving in Scotland
Elijah Brook ’13 and 
Jessie Brook write: A 
little over a year ago, my 
wife Jessie and I began 
an apprenticeship in Ed-
inburgh, Scotland with a 
group called Alliance for 
Transatlantic Theological 
Training. In Scotland, we 
were working in a local 

church and training for future ministry while living in a 
post-Christian context.

Earlier this summer, we came back to America to renew 
our visas before our second year of ministry and training. 
We were expecting to receive our visas without any diffi-
culty, but this did not happen. We, and our organization, 
were not made aware of certain immigration laws that 
had been passed in the UK which affected the kind of 
visas we were hoping to renew. Long story short, we are 
unable to reenter Scotland until next summer.

It has been a time of questions and frustrations for us, 
to say the least. In the meantime, we are spending the 
year just outside Phoenix, Arizona working with a local 
church to help them build partnerships and cultivate 
other areas of growth. We ask that you pray with us 
throughout this year as we work and prepare to head 
back to Scotland to further God’s Kingdom there. 

ECHOES



CVCA alumni and best friends Hailey Eck ’16 and Gabby 
Kouzelos ’16 squared off on November 15, 2019 in the 
first round of the NCAA Division I Women’s Soccer 
Tournament in Louisville, Kentucky. Hailey, a senior at 
Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tennessee, is planning 
to graduate in May with a Mathematics Education degree. 
Gabby, a red-shirt junior at Louisville, is studying Sports 
Psychology. Their friendship began while playing youth soc-
cer at the age of 7 and continued to grow over 20 seasons 
together as basketball and soccer teammates. This season, 
Hailey was named ASUN Defensive Player of the Week 
and to the All-ASUN Tournament Team. Gabby was a 
second-team All-ACC selection and helped Louisville climb 
as high as #12 in the national rankings.

Hailey Shared: “Gabby Kouzelos has been a constant in 
my life since we were probably 6 or 7. I grew up playing 
rec-league soccer on a Copley Cosmos team. After a few 
years I joined Gabby on the Internationals Soccer Club. 
Until I came to Lipscomb, there were very few soccer games 
I played without her standing in the goal behind me. The 
Lord has, and continues to, use her to shape me as a wom-
an of God and sister in Christ – all the way back through-
out junior high, high school, and my collegiate career here 
at Lipscomb. The distance hasn’t affected our friendship, 
and we never fail to pick up where we left off, no matter 
how much time passes. We have walked together through 
the highest highs and lowest lows rooted in our faith and 
upheld by Jesus. There is no doubt in my mind that this is 
a friendship that will withstand each new stage of life and 
whatever challenges, time, or distance it may bring. 

The Lord was so good and so faithful through my soc-
cer career, and there are many relationships, lessons, and 
experiences that I will carry with me for the rest of my life. 
Hands down my friendship with Gabby is one of the most 
special and sacred of these relationships to me. It’s crazy the 
way the Lord brought my soccer career full circle, starting 
on a 6v6 field in Copley, Ohio, and ending playing in the 

NCAA tourna-
ment with Gabby 
in Louisville, 
Kentucky – just 
on opposite sides 
of the field this 
time. After high 
school, I thought 
I’d never play an-
other game with 
Gabby, but having 
her there at the 
end of a journey 
in which she played such a vital part was just a God-thing. 
Arm in arm after the final whistle blew, we got to pray over 
an incredible journey, and thank the Lord for His faithful-
ness through our friendship and the silly game of soccer. I 
am so proud of her. So proud to know her and be known 
by her. I’m just left with gratitude for all of it. And what a 
special cherry on top to have Gabby there with me for the 
very end. It has been an honor to worship alongside her 
through a common passion for this sport for the past 15 
years. I am so excited for wherever the Lord takes us next.” 

Gabby Shared: “Hailey and I have been friends for as long 
as I can remember. From playing Upward Basketball to-
gether, to Internationals Soccer, to CVCA; we have always 
been friends. Our friendship is one that I never doubt. I 
don’t care if we went to different colleges, we would have a 
phone call or go get dinner, and it would be like we never 
left. Hailey has always been a constant for me. I will never 
forget in the 8th grade, at CVCA Winterblast, we promised 
each other that we would always be best friends who sought 
after Jesus. I can honestly say that’s been the case for us. We 
have grown next to each other on the field, challenged each 
other off the field, and have never stopped growing. God is 
the foundation of this friendship, and soccer is the platform 
that He gave us both to glorify His name. 

When our names came on the screen for the selection show, 
I was in complete shock. I looked at my teammate and said, 
‘Oh my goodness, I get to play my best friend!’ Seeing her 
the night before the game at the hotel and meeting some 
of her teammates and coaches was amazing. Watching our 
soccer careers come full circle blew my mind. I’m so proud 
of Hailey and all she has accomplished. I’ve seen her devel-
op and grow into a woman of God over the past four years, 
and an amazing soccer player. I know she left her mark on 
that school, and I can’t help but thank God for bringing 
us together all those years ago. Soccer is a passion we both 
share, and He enabled us to return to our passion together.”

Friends, Teammates, and Competitors
Complete their Soccer Careers Together
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Come see all the ways
CVCA offers MORE than an education
and how our students strive to Excel Still More.

COMMUNITY
OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 31, 2020     5:00-7:00 P.M.

4687 WYOGA LAKE ROAD  |  CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO 44224  |  330-929-0575  |  CVCAROYALS.ORG

CVCA is a 6th–12th grade middle and high school committed to academic 
excellence in a supportive, distinctively Christian environment. Learn more 

and register for our Community Open House at cvcaroyals.org.

E D U C AT I N G  A N D  C U LT I VAT I N G  S E R VA N T S  F O R  C H R I S T

MORE THAN AN 
EDUCATION



Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy
4687 Wyoga Lake Road
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44224
330-929-0575
cvcaroyals.org

HEY ALUMNI…
LET’S STAY CONNECTED!
We don’t want you to miss anything and we 
would love to hear from you! Please take a 
moment to update your contact information at

cvcaroyals.org/alumni
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