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A key part of CVCA’s vision campaign is the physical expansion of the campus.  As of this past 
summer construction is well underway.  With this in mind, we wanted to dedicate our chapels 
this year to examine the idea of Building the Kingdom.  The notion of the Kingdom of God ap-
pears throughout the New Testament, but is specifically seen in the gospel of Matthew.  

When Jesus talks about building he gives two different options (Matthew 7.24-27).  We will 
either build on sand or the rock.  The sand often looks desirable.  There is a deep tempta-
tion for all of us to build a kingdom for our own name and our own sake.  We do all kinds of 
things to leave our mark on the world around us; we desperately want to earn the approval 
of others, be noticed, and ultimately be remembered.  Yet, when the storms of life come to 
the house built on the sand, its destruction is certain.  It is only the house built on the rock 
that will stand the test.  The rock is the person of Christ and the good news of the gospel.  It 
is his Kingdom that will last.   

Being a part of this Kingdom is to follow Jesus.  It means to go against what the world 
teaches; the Kingdom of God is essentially a reversal of values.  The Kingdom which Christ 
is building among us is not what we might expect.  It is an upside-down Kingdom because 
it is the opposite of our natural proclivities.  However, serving in the Kingdom of God is a 
freedom which leads to deep satisfaction and joy.  It is only in our weakness and spiritual 
bankruptcy that the seeds of the Kingdom might grow.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Purpose of this Book:
This banner booklet is designed to coincide with chapels through the year.  The booklet has 
been created with several purposes in mind.  First, you will be able to look ahead each week 
and see what story from Matthew’s gospel that we are going to cover.  We have included a 
brief summary of each passage and key verse.  Our hope is that you would take some time 
to read both the Scripture and the summary.  Furthermore, there are several individual ques-
tions for you to consider personally as you spend time alone with Jesus.  Our expectation is 
that we would get to know Christ more and continue to fall more deeply in love with him!  
Secondly, the booklet is not only designed for you as an individual, but we have added a few 
group questions that might be addressed in Connections.  Finally, as we come together each 
week to study God’s Word in chapel you will find a place to take notes.  Please bring your 
Bibles and booklets to chapel as a way to be encouraged by learning and study.  
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DATE	 CHAPEL/PASSAGE/TOPIC			   CONNECTIONS
8.18.11	 Opening Dedication Chapel	
8.25.11	 Mission Chapel – DR Team 	
9.01.11	 StuCo Chapel	
9.08.11	 Banner Chapel  •  Matthew 5.1-12	
9.15.11	 Matthew 1.1-17  •  Genealogy of Christ	 	 	 Homecoming Court Nominations
9.22.11	 Matthew 1.18-25  •  Birth of Christ	 	 	 Homecoming King/Queen Elections
9.29.11	 Mission Chapel - Pittsburgh Project 	
10.06.11	 Matthew 4.1-11  •  Temptation of Christ	 	 	 Reverse Order: 1st Hour: 10th-12th  •  2nd Hour: 7th-9th 
10.13.11	 Matthew 5.13-16  •  Salt and Light	
10.20.11	 Fir Hill 	
10.27.11	 Matthew 5.43-48  •  Love Enemies	  	 	 Prospective Students’ Day (High School)
11.03.11	 Matthew 6.1-18  •  Things Done in Secret	 	 	 Jumpstart Worship Team
	 7th-9th Jumpstart Chapel  •  Prospective Students’ Day (Junior High)	
11.09.11	 Spiritual Emphasis Days  •  Matthew 6.25-34  •  Regarding Worry 	
11.10.11	 Spiritual Emphasis Days  •  Matthew 5.21-30  •  Anger and Lust	 	 Split Chapel: 1st Hour: Guys  •  2nd Hour: Girls
11.11.11	 Spiritual Emphasis Days  •  Matthew 7.1-6  •  Judging Others	
11.17.11	 Matthew 7.13-14  •  Narrow and Wide Gate	
12.01.11	 Matthew 8.23-27  •  Calming the Storm	
12.08.11	 Fine Arts Chapel	 	 	 	 StuCo Christmas Ministry Outreach 
12.15.11	 Semester Exams (No Chapel)	 	 	 	 No Connections
12.21.11	 No Chapel (Christmas Break and J-Term)	 	 	 No Connections 
-1.16.12    
1.19.12	 Alumni Chapel	 	 	 	 	 Schools of Distinction (10th Only)
1.26.12	 Matthew 9.9-13  •  The Calling of Matthew   •  PAC Exchange	
2.02.12	 Matthew 9.35-38  •   The Compassion of Jesus	
2.09.12	 Matthew 13.31-35  •  Mustard Seed	 	 	 No Connections  •  J-Term (CEO-Trips)  •  StuCo  	 	
						      Seniors – Class Meeting
2.16.12	 Matthew 13.44-46  •  The Hidden Treasure	  	 	 Split Chapel: 1st Hour: Guys  •  2nd Hour: Girls
2.22.12	 Spiritual Emphasis Days  •  Matthew 17.1-13  •  The Transfiguration	
2.23.12	 Spiritual Emphasis Days  •  Matthew 18.10-14  •  The Parable of the Lost Sheep	
2.24.12	 Spiritual Emphasis Days  •  Reconciliation 	
3.01.12	 Matthew 19.13-15  •  Little Children	
3.08.12 	 7th-9th SM Chaplains  •  10th-12th Finishing Well - Spring Choices	
3.15.12	 OGT Testing (No Chapel)	 	 	 	 No Connections 
3.22.12	 Matthew 19.16-20.16  •  Rich Young Ruler	
3.29.12	 Holy Week Chapel   •  School of Ministry   •  Matthew 26-27	 	 StuCo Elections (5 min)
4.05.12	 Spring Break (No Chapel)	 	 	 	 No Connections
4.12.12	 Diakonos Chapel	
4.19.12	 Matthew 22.15-22  •  Taxes to Caesar	 	 	 Reverse Order: 1st Hour: 10th-12th  •  2nd Hour: 7th-9th
4.26.12	 10th-12th:  Senior Chapel	
5.03.12	 Worship Chapel - Fir Hill  •  National Day of Prayer	 	 Seniors Last Connections Meeting
5.10.12	 Matthew 28.1-10  •  The Resurrection	 	 	 No Connections  •  Seniors meet with Advancement 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Office  •  Class Officer Elections/Class Meetings
5.17.12	 Matthew 28.16-20  •  The Great Commission  •  (Senior Trip)	
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summary
Jesus came to build a new kingdom of which he is the king.  However, the 
kingdom is not what people expected.  The Jews wanted a political and 
military leader who would help them overthrow the Romans.  However, 
Jesus had something else in mind.  In this passage Jesus offers his definitive 
teaching on what it means to be a part of this kingdom and live according to 
kingdom values.  

 key verse(s)
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

individual questions
When Jesus says someone will be blessed, do you think he means 
physical and material possessions?  Why or why not?  

What does it mean to be ‘poor in spirit’?  (Hint: Think about what it 
means to be spiritually bankrupt.)

For further study read Matthew 7.24-29.  How does building your life on the Rock 
relate to the Kingdom values found in Matthew 5.1-12?  

group questions
In what ways do CVCA students forget what it means to be             
spiritually bankrupt?  How would Jesus want us to be poor in spirit?  

As you think about the other Beatitudes which tend to be the most 
difficult for you to live out?  Why?   

  

Matthew 5.1-12  Building The Kingdom
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summary
This passage is meant to demonstrate the royal and Jewish roots of Jesus the 
Messiah.  It connects Jesus to the father of the Jews, Abraham, and to the 
great King David.  But, this passage, while listing many unfamiliar names also 
tells us about the way God works to build His Kingdom and as a result, what 
kind of God He is. 

 key verse(s)
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son                    
of Abraham. 

individual questions
What would it take for you to look back at your life when you are 
60 years old and say it has been a success?  What do you think God 
considers a successful life? 

Who in this passage is a good example for how we ought to 
live? Why are they good examples, what is it about them that is             
commendable? 

For deeper study, read through 1st Kings and 2nd Kings and see what these Kings 
mentioned in the genealogy were remembered for. 

group questions
Why do you think so many of the Kings of Israel, who knew God, 
were raised in good families, and who should have known better, 
led were easily into such idolatry and depravity? 

What lesson should those of us who have grown up in Church take 
from this? 

  

Matthew 1.1-17  The Genealogy 
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summary
We love Christmas – the bells, the presents, the break from school.  However, 
at its origin, Christmas is a time to remember and celebrate the monumentus 
act of God taking on human flesh.  The utter weight of this is almost beyond 
human understanding.  Christ coming to live the life you should have lived is 
a demonstration of God’s love for you.  Lastly, don’t miss the greatest prom-
ise in Scripture found in his passage.  From the first Christmas to the present 
day, Christians can be assured that “God with us” is a reality.  

 key verse(s)
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” —which means, “God with us.”

individual questions
“God with us.”  How does this change a Christian’s approach to the 
difficulties we often face in our lives?  

Is it ever difficult for you to sense the presence of God?  Even 
though we know that God is always present, why does it seem like 
He is absent from time to time?  

group questions
Describe your favorite Christmas tradition.  

List all the characters in the Christmas narrative.  Which do you find 
most intriguing?  Why?  

  

Matthew 1.18-25  Birth of Christ 
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summary
Before his public ministry, Christ goes into the wilderness to be tested.  There 
are three tests of temptation and three responses from Scripture used by 
Jesus to combat the temptation.  As a result, the devil leaves him.  In this 
story Jesus is the conqueror of sin and death.  Satan’s attempt to cause Christ 
to fall is lost in victory to Jesus.  This should give us a tremendous amount of 
hope and confidence because as the writer of Hebrews suggests, Jesus can 
relate to our struggles of temptation.  

 key verse(s)
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.

individual questions
As a Christian grows in his faith should he expect more or less 
temptation?  Why? 

Do you think it is a sin to be tempted?  

Why do you think Jesus responds to the devil the way he does? 

group questions
Take note of the ways that Satan tempts Jesus.  What are some of 
the biggest ways that CVCA students are tempted?  

If someone came to you and said she was struggling with a           
particular temptation, what advice would you have for her in                                                                                                   
dealing with it? 

  

Matthew 4.1-11  Temptation of Christ	
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summary
This passage speaks to our new identity in Christ and then reminds us that 
with this new identity comes a new sense of mission or purpose in the world.  
Jesus uses two metaphors to describe to His followers how they are to think 
about and interact with the world around them.  

 key verse(s)
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

individual questions
What things are happening in your group of friends, school, and 
community that you as a believer should avoid and challenge? 

How could you personally avoid them and help others see these 
things as wrong? 

group questions
Why are we often embarrassed or tentative to clearly identify       
ourselves as Christians? 

What are some positive things we can and should promote in our 
school or community because we are followers of Christ?  

  

Matthew 5.13-16  Salt & Light
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summary
It often seems difficult to like people whom we don’t get along with.  Yet, 
it seems even more insurmountable to love someone whom we would 
consider an enemy.  If we are wronged, our natural tendency is vengeance 
and retaliation.  However, Kingdom living is not what we might expect; Jesus 
offers a new teaching.  Because of the gospel we are able to forgive as Christ 
has forgiven us.  

 key verse(s)
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.   

individual questions
As you consider someone who has wronged you, take some time 
and earnestly pray for him.  In his book, Life Together, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer suggests that you cannot hate a brother for whom            
you pray. 

List some tangible ways that you can show love to someone who 
has wronged you.  
 

group questions
Discuss how forgiveness might be part of loving our enemies?  

At what point should we confront someone who wrongs us?      
How should we resolve conflict with Christians, as opposed to   
non-Christians (see Matthew 18.15-20)?

Matthew 5.43-48  Love Enemies
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summary
In this passage, Jesus is challenging us to think about why we “do things for 
God.”  Many Christians would be honest enough to admit that their motivations 
are not always pure.  This was certainly true of some of the “spiritual” people 
during the time of Jesus.  Jesus observed that these people seemed to  show off 
a lot and spent a lot to time trying to impress others.  Jesus called them “hypo-
crites” (a Greek word that can be translated “actor”).  Jesus warned that over 
time, hypocrisy can have a toxic effect on us spiritually and lead to the kind of 
spiritual pride that makes us feel separated from God.  Rather than faking it, we 
should pursue something real and authentic with God, purify our motivations, 
and resolve not to worry about what other people think.  Then, the things we 
do for God will mean something and our relationship with Him will grow. 

 key verse(s)
Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 
them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.

individual questions
Do you sometimes fall into hypocrisy?  What would be an example 
from your life?

In verse 15, Jesus says that “…if you do not forgive others their sins, 
your Father will not forgive your sins.”  That is a challenging verse!  
Is there anyone in your life that you haven’t forgiven?  Have you 
asked God to help you let go of whatever you are feeling toward 
that person?
   

group questions
What part of The Lord’s Prayer most resonates with you? Why?

Jesus ends His prayer with the words “deliver us from the evil one.”  
It’s awkward to share ways we are being tempted, but Jesus is clear 
that we need to pray for both ourselves and others.  Is there are 
way that the enemy is currently messing with you right now that 
you would like prayer for?

Matthew 6.1-18 Things Done in Secret
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summary
In this passage, makes a powerful argument for why it doesn’t make any 
sense for us to worry.  All worry is rooted in our struggle to live in faith and 
trust that God is watching over our lives.  Jesus finds evidence for the Father’s 
trustworthiness in the way that He cares for birds and flowers and that is 
encouraging.  But Jesus also reminds us how valuable we are to God.  His 
desire to meet our needs is rooted in His overwhelming love for us.  And He 
promises that if we are willing to put Him first in our lives, everything else 
will fall into place beautifully. 

 key verse(s)
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.

individual questions
Most would agree that worrying doesn’t really help us.  So why do 
we still worry?

An idol is something that we have allowed to become more 
important to us than God.  Is there any area of your life where you 
struggle to put God first?

For deeper study, read 1 Peter  5:6-8 and Philippians 4:6-7. 
 

group questions
Peter challenges us to “cast all our cares upon God.”  Is there an area 
of your life that is stressing you out?  Have you tried giving it over 
to God?  Have you asked others to pray for you?

To Paul (who wrote Philippians), what is the antidote for worry in 
our lives?  How frequently should we make use of that antidote?

Matthew 6.25-34 Regarding Worry
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Chapel Notes

Pg. 18



summary
In this passage Jesus shows His authority regarding the law and attacks our 
tendency to relax God’s law and feel we are justified God.  By doing this he 
teaches us that true righteousness is not merely the absence of visible sin 
but an internal disposition of righteousness towards God and others.  

 key verse(s)
You have heard that is was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’  But I say to 
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already com-
mitted adultery with her in his heart. 

individual questions
God sees beneath the superficial righteousness of the Pharisees 
in chapter 6, who despite doing all the right things are held in 
contempt.  What does God see when He looks at your actions and 
the thoughts or motives behind them? 

Do you view your sin as seriously as Jesus does in vs. 29-30, where 
it is worth cutting off your arm to stop it? Have we become too 
comfortable with our sins, and if so how can we see them as         
God does? 

group questions
Can you think of examples in your life where your negative or         
bitter attitude towards someone has shaped how you treat them? 

If the problem isn’t just actions what can we do to control our 
thought life so as to change our behavior? 

Matthew 5.21-30  Anger & Lust

Pg. 19



Chapel Notes
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summary
When outsiders (or non-Christians) are asked for their opinion of Christians 
they often mention several troubling perceptions.  They view us as judgmen-
tal and hypocritical.  And truth be told, most of us struggle with competition.  
We look at our strengths compared to the weaknesses of others and feel 
morally superior.  The trouble is that we are all more sinful than we really 
want to admit.  We must keep the gospel in view at all times.  This breeds 
humility, which is honest self assessment in light of God’s holiness and our 
own sin.  This is the heart of Jesus’ teaching in this passage.  

 key verse(s)
Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye?

individual questions
Self-Reflection and Personal Prayer:  Take some time and think 
about the areas in your life that you have fallen short.  Take them   
to the cross and experience the freedom of forgiveness. 

Can you think of one area in your life that you are tempted to       
compare with others around you?  
 

group questions
What are the things that CVCA students judge one another about?  

Is Jesus suggesting that Christians are never allowed to make moral 
judgments about what is right and wrong in someone else’s life?  Is 
love blind (see Philippians 1.9-10)?  Are we ever called to confront a 
brother who is sinning (see Matthew 18)?  How might we do this?  

Matthew 7.1-6 Judging Others		
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summary
In this passage, Jesus teaches that many will never truly come into relation-
ship with him.  This is a very sobering Scripture, but we cannot afford to 
ignore it.  It is easy to assume that everyone who wears a CVCA t-shirt is a 
Christian.  However, Jesus’ teaching is clear.  Some might claim to be follow-
ers of Christ, but are really not Christians at all!  A pastor once said that going 
to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going to the garage 
makes you a car.  Maybe it is time for some serious self-assessment.   

 key verse(s)
Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

individual questions
Self-Reflection:  Are you really a follower of Christ?  Are you certain 
that if you died today you will spend an eternity with Jesus in 
heaven?  (If the answer if no, would you please have the courage to 
talk with an adult about this?)
 

group questions
How do you really know if you are a Christian or not?  

To what extent should we expect change in the life of someone 
who comes to Christ?  What are the fruits in someone’s life that 
indicate this change (see Galatians 5.22)?  

  

Matthew 7.13-14  Narrow & Wide Gate
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Chapel Notes
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summary
This passage challenges us to think about who do we think Jesus is and then 
what is our faith based upon.  Jesus confronts the disciples who expect God 
to treat them in a certain way, and when those expectations go unmet they 
respond with doubt and discouragement.  

 key verse(s)
Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?

individual questions
How do you respond when it seems as though God doesn’t care or 
respond to your pleas for help?

When are you likely to ignore or forget all that you have learned 
about God? Why is that? 

group questions
What are the best examples of people trusting God in the midst of 
difficult and uncertain circumstances, either from the Bible or from 
personal experience? 

How do you think those people were able to trust God despite the 
difficulties they faced? What did they have, think, know that we 
seem to lack when we struggle? 

  

Matthew 8.23-27  Calming The Storm
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summary
In the first century tax collectors were notorious for being traitors.                
Characters like Matthew were hated because they became rich off the pov-
erty of the Jewish people.  So, when Jesus calls Matthew to be his disciple it 
is quite a scandal.  It seems like Jesus was always hanging out with people 
who were sinners.  When Jesus asks Matthew to follow him, the text says he 
“got up.”  The idea is that he is raised from the dead; he is blind and now he 
could see; he is healed.  It is what we all need the gospel to do in our lives.  

 key verse(s)
“Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

individual questions
Are you truly a follower of Jesus or is there something else that is 
demanding your affections?  

In the time of Jesus it was unusual for a Rabbi to call a disciple.  It 
was most often the other way around.  What does it feel like for you 
to be called by Christ?  How does this motivate you?  

group questions
To what extent should CVCA students spend time with                   
non-Christians?  

List some of the non-Christian family and friends that you have.  
Pray for them as a group.  

Matthew 9.9-13  The Calling of Matthew
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summary
This passage gives us a beautiful window into how Jesus felt about the 
crowds that were following Him around.  We are told that what Jesus felt 
toward these crowds was compassion.  The word compassion means “to suf-
fer with” and we see here that Jesus is truly bothered by the way that these 
people were being taken advantage of.  In response to their despair, Jesus is 
passionate about getting the Good News out to these people as quickly as 
possible.   If that’s going to happen, there is going to be a need for people 
willing to share this Good News with others.   We need to step up and play 
our part in the Great Commission and pray that others would do the same.

 key verse(s)
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

individual questions
Do you feel like you are a compassionate person?  If not, what is 
holding you back?

Jesus is looking for people willing to be part of sharing the Good 
News with those who have not yet heard it-are you willing to be 
one of His “workers?”  If not, what is holding you back?

For deeper study, read Romans 10:14-15. 

group questions
In Romans 10, Paul explains why “workers” are so important.             
Put his argument in to your own words.

Define the word “evangelism.”   Why do some Christians struggle to 
share their faith with others? 

List several friends or family members who don’t know Christ.       
Pray for them.  

Matthew 9.35-38 The Compassion of Jesus
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summary
In describing the Kingdom of God Jesus suggests that it is like a mustard 
seed.  This is a very small seed, yet it has tremendous botanical power.  This 
is an interesting metaphor of organic growth.  The growth of a plant is often 
very slow and steady over a period of time.  There are certain elements that 
enhance the growth of a plant.  However, much of this is out of a person’s 
control.  While our salvation (justification) is totally the work of God, our spiri-
tual growth (sanctification) is a cooperation in which we get to participate 
with God.  

 key verse(s)
The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted 
in his field.  Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is 
the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and perch in its branches.

individual questions
In what ways do you think the Kingdom of God starts small and 
might look unimpressive to the world?  

What are some areas in your own life that you would like to see the 
power of God at work?  
 

group questions
List as many characteristics of the organic growth of a plant as you 
can.  How does this compare to our spiritual lives?  

Can you give an example of someone you know who is different (or 
changed) because of their relationship with Christ?  

Matthew 13.31-35  Mustard Seed	
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summary
This passage consists of two parables.  A parable is a simple story that com-
municates spiritual truth.  Parables invite us to put ourselves in the middle of the 
story and ask ourselves what we would do.  In both of these parables, a person 
finds something of extraordinary value.  Almost immediately, reality sets in.  Each 
person knows that they are going to have to give up everything they have to 
purchase the things they have discovered.  But not only do both do it without 
hesitation, they do it with joy and unbridled excitement.  Jesus is saying that we 
should feel the same way about our decision to live for Him.  When we make that 
decision, we know it means giving up our old lives and some of the things that 
used to be important to us, but we also know that what we have to give up is 
nothing compared to the amazing life that God has prepared for us. 

 key verse(s)
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found 
it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought 
that field.

individual questions
Jesus describes what He offers us as being infinitely valuable.    
What has He offered us in response to our decision to live for Him?

Is there an area of your life that you are having a hard time giving 
over to God?  What is holding you back?

For deeper study, read Matthews 6:19-21. 
 

group questions
What is your “treasure?”  What is more important to you than         
anything else?  If your house was on fire, what two things would 
you run in to get?

What is one thing in your life you would struggle to give up, even if 
God specifically told you to?

Matthew 13.44-46 The Hidden Treasure
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summary
In this passage Jesus is revealed in all His glory to a few of the disciples.  They 
see Him as He truly is, the glorious Son of God who is the fulfillment of all 
of the Bible promises.  The very voice of God the Father speaks on the Son’s 
behalf and gives the disciples and us some words to follow.

 key verse(s)
He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.”

individual questions
This would be a very powerful memory that the disciples would 
look back on for the rest of their lives.  What have been some of 
your most powerful moments with God? 

Why do you think Jesus only chooses to reveal Himself like this to     
3 of the disciples and not the 12 or the crowds? 

group questions
When the disciples see Jesus transfigured they are terrified.  What 
do you think it means to have a healthy fear of God?  Is it possible 
to fear God and still view him as a loving father?  

How as Christians can we remind ourselves to live based upon the 
‘usually’ invisible reality of the Kingdom of God and not based on 
what we see? 

Matthew 17.1-13  The Transfiguration  
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summary
Jesus uses this parable to teach the disciples about the character of God, the 
mission of the Christ, and how they as disciples of Him are supposed to view 
people that the world sees as useless. 

 key verse(s)
So it is not the will of the Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones 
should perish. 

individual questions
Who in your life are you tempted to ‘despise,’ ignore, neglect, or 
take advantage of? 

In what ways are you like the lost sheep?  In what ways are you like 
one of the 99 that never strayed? 

group questions
What groups of people in our society are seen as less important or 
useless?  What point is Jesus making about these people? 

What things tempt us to go astray?  What does God do to call us 
back to Himself? 

Matthew 18.10-14  The Parable of the Lost Sheep
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summary
In this teaching, Jesus states that membership in the Kingdom is comparable 
to childhood (also see Matthew 18.1-9).  The familial metaphor of Children 
is used throughout the New Testament to describe the Christian’s relation-
ship with God as Father.  By the very definition, children are needy; they are 
dependent on their parents.  Likewise, we are spiritually bankrupt, of lowly 
status, and have nothing to offer to God.  

 key verse(s)
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

individual questions
As you think about your status as a Child, do you believe that God 
is your daddy?  

What are the perceptions of God that keep you from seeing him as 
your dad?  

How is your earthly father similar to God and how is he different?  

group questions
Describe the characteristics of a child.  How should we be like        
children in relationship to God?  

Do you think that most CVCA students want to give the impression 
that they have it all together?  Why?  

Matthew 19.13-15  Little Children		
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summary
There are many things that compete for our attention.  Satan would love 
to distract you from your relationship with God by using temporary things 
(see II Corinthians 4.16-18).  The man in this story is unable to part with that 
which is the most important thing in his life.  His idol is his wealth.  Jesus is 
essentially challenging our priorities.  What are the good things in our lives 
which have become ultimate.  It is absolutely critical to note that the passage 
ends with a tremendous promise of hope.  

 key verse(s)
With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.

individual questions
Do you think it would be a burden or a joy to sacrifice for Christ 
(see Matthew 8.18-22)?  

Why do you think the rich man goes away sad?  Put yourself in his 
position-why can’t he give away his wealth and follow Christ?  

group questions
Does God want Christians to live in poverty?  According to this    
passage is it wrong to have wealth?  

What are the good things that compete for CVCA student’s            
attention?  

Matthew 19.16-20.16  Rich Young Ruler	
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summary
Jesus responds to a trick question with some profound teaching on how 
Christians should view and relate to both the Kingdom of Heaven and the 
Kingdom of the earth.  This passage speaks to how our faith should affect the 
way we live in the world and interact with the culture around us.  

 key verse(s)
Then he said to them, “Therefore, render to Caesar the things that are            
Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.”

individual questions
Would you say you are defined more by your allegiance to God or 
to the world and why? 

How can we as Christians maintain our allegiance to God while     
living immersed in a non-Christian culture?  What things will we 
need to do or have? 

group questions
What things do you think are okay for Christians to engage in that 
your parents and/or grandparents would disagree with?

Now argue their side; why would they say they are not okay               
for Christians?

What principles should Christians use when deciding what              
cultural things are acceptable and what things are dangerous or       
to be avoided? 

Matthew 22.15-22  Taxes to Caesar
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summary
This section describes how it is that the creator of the universe, the author of 
life, and God in the flesh, came to be betrayed by both a friend and His own 
countrymen and lynched by the Romans.  Through it all we are reminded 
that Jesus goes to the cross willingly, knowing full well what awaits Him.   
This brutal, corrupt and sinful execution is the very essence of His mission   
on earth.  

 key verse(s)
Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

individual questions
As you read these chapters write down what you think Jesus would 
have felt during each event. 

There are many different characters with different reactions to 
Jesus-the crowd mocks, the centurion marvels.  How would you 
describe your reaction to Jesus right now? 

group questions
What part of this section most amazes you about Jesus? 

Do you think we as Christians talk of the cross too much, or not 
enough? 

What can or should we do to keep the importance of this event 
sacred without letting it become boring or too familiar to us? 

Why did God use this brutal, shameful execution to reconcile 
the world to Himself?  Could He have done it without the cross?                  
If not, why not? 

Matthew 26-27  Good Friday
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summary
After the sadness and apparent finality of Jesus’ death, we find that the story 
isn’t over, that God raises Jesus from the dead, thus validating all that Jesus said 
about Himself and conquering death and sin for all who would trust in Him.  

 key verse(s)
He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.  Come, see the place where he lay. 

individual questions
What are the results of the resurrection for our lives?  

How can something like the resurrection of Jesus affect me? 

group questions
The chief priest invents a story to escape the challenge of the 
resurrection.  How do people today try and avoid the fact of the 
resurrection? 

If you believe in the resurrection of Christ, how should that change 
the way you think and act in your life? 

Matthew 28.1-10  The Resurrection 
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summary
Following the death and resurrection of Jesus, he spends some time with the 
disciples before departing.  The words here are his final command in Matthew’s 
gospel.  He admonishes his disciples to make disciples, he calls them to go, and 
promises that he will always be with them.  As he is about to ascend to heaven, 
he offers the tremendous privilege of being involved with Kingdom work.  

 key verse(s)
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in  the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

individual questions
What significance do Jesus’ final words (“And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.”) have for you?

If Matthew’s account about the resurrection of Jesus is true, how 
should that motivate us in talking with our friends about Jesus?  

group questions
This summer how can you live out The Great Commission?                  
As a group, think about who you can support in global missions.

Who is discipling you?  Who are you discipling?                                        
(see I Corinthians 11.1)

Matthew 28.16-20  The Great Commission
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